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Semantic evolution in Rafah original
natives' dialect
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Abstract

The researcher designed this program to address a lexical semantic study
of cultural, natural and old scientific terms on Rafah original natives'
dialect and show the semantic meaning in the dialect based on city
residents narration, and then finding its meaning in both ancient and
modern dictionaries and Palestinian heritage books.

This study derives important as it has documented the lexical items of most
of household utensils that was, and still, used in camps whilst many
disappeared, what can save Palestinian community some of his legacy. It
also addressed some of the lexical names of the old folk craft tools such as
agriculture and fishing where so many of these names have disappeared
and replaced with new ones. It also addressed and recorded ancient heritage
items of some of the lexical names used in clothing and housing, Then it
addressed plants’ and animals' names that the city was famous for, then the
scientific terms of Justice and folk medicine sectors.

The great imortance of this letter lies in the study of semantic evolution of
language, as in chapter Il that talkes about aspects of semantic evolution in
terms of generalization, characterization and semantic transfer where was
dealt with examples of phenomena,explaining the original meaning of the
term in the dialect and lexicon showing how it evolved and changed
significantly.

Then, in the final chapter, it addressed the semantic relationships among
terms such as: synonym, polysemy and opposite, with clarification to the
meaning of words in the dialect, the lexicon, and how the relationships
among terms are.

Finally, researcher drew some conclusions with some proverbs indicating
it's semantic meaning in the dialect, he also added a Geographical Atlas of
Rafah city with a clarification to it's old neighborhoods, the geographical
areas the samples were collected by and the narrators; then the results and
recommendations, resources and references and the index.
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