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Abstract

The last few decades have witnessed an aesthetic trend in the
Arabic Writing System and its well-known calligraphy arts, in
which it exploits features of other scripts such as the Latin
script. Though there is a great difference probably in every
aspect of the two scripts, this trend manipulates characteristics
of Latin and Arabic in which script features are blended. This
paper is an attempt to examine the early and recent
developments of this trend, look into its underlying motives,
and analyze its artistic and linguistic nature. It follows a
descriptive qualitative approach in which visual analysis is
used to observe details of orthographic items as well as
calligraphic features of the script, whether in paintings,
landscape, graffiti, or calligraffiti artworks. The results show
that this aesthetic and linguistic trend is solid, as it relies on
cultural factors, some of which are the increased sense of
culturalism, advances in technology and transports, migration,
and globalization. As a result, this trend is divided into three
sub-trends: Script Switching, Script Fusion, and Faux fonts. All
techniques used for the Arabic script to match Latin features
are proven to be culturally-induced and linguistically
informative more than being merely aesthetic components. The
results also indicate that this new phenomenon is probably still
in its early stages ans may witness further developments.

Keywords: lettering, Arabic script, Arabic calligraphy, Latin
script, script switching, script fusion, faux fonts.
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