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Abstract

Linguistic Behaviour and Sex Differences in Arabic

By: 1ssa Odeh Mousa Barhoum
Supervisor: Prof. Nihad AL-Mousa
Department of Arabic
Faculty of Graduate Studies

University of Jordan

Language is a social phenomenon. It is a system ol signs and codes
that goes beyond the individual usc of language. We dillerntiate between
social groups according to their linguistic behaviour in different
occasions and activities.

The practice of language by the individual is conditioned by the social
order that diclates the linguistic preferences in the process ol social
interaction. In this process we can discern the identity of the individuals

and their classes, groups and environments.

Method and Option

My interest in the relation of language and gender goes back to
three of five years ago when 1 read many books and articles about the
question of gender in the practice of language. The stress on the study of
this topic in ancient and modern times urges e to select “gender in
language and grammar” a topic [or my master degree. In my master
dissertation, the methodology was deseriptive and comparative. 1 studied
the elements of the topic in the Arabic linguistic legacy and 1 mentioned

the mecthods the Arab linguists and grammarians used in the study of
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language, comparing  at the same time between Arabic and other Semitic
languages. 1 pointed out that the social study and statistics can shed light
on the ambiguitics of the topic.

[ would like to study the question of gender in linguistics fiom the
social point ol view. So T Tocused on what has been writien by socio
linguistics and 1 have chosen the topic of “the social factor in language
and gender™ for my doctorate dissertation.

The study is made of three chapters, | tried in the first chapter to study
the role of language in soctety focusing on the social faclor in the
Itmguistic behaviour, trying at the same time to elucidate the social factors

that dictate the inguistic behaviour ol the two sexes.

In the second chapter I discussed the linguistic svstem in Arabic
and ils view of gender  focusing on categories used by Arabic to
dilferentiate between the two  sexes. I discussed in the same chapler the
lactors  of culture and  linguistic prejudices which reveal the social
traditton and values. T studied (hese Hnguistic and cultural prejudices
through s materialization in language, grammar, semantics  and
difterent Arab dialeets.

The third chapter deals with gender in linguistics and lanpuage as
a soctal activity using the methods ol personal interview and statistics (o
be  mlormed about the social behaviour of the (wo sexes in Arabic

language and culture,

ltvd

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



