vl:LLdil

AIIisaniyat Al Arabiyah
Cllally €ya(ycjr A a&an A yaled lna
Aol Aelll Aasal Glgally el e oy lllaye
@8y iy - areee y AVl gy A sa el

BSaganll Aypanguill galipy JUS O ppougu Ayialy -

gl l;uJS_"\g apilayell tsaliall -

- Jolgill JloaV A lYally Ay )il qailadll -

(928 Julat gyl Adlaaall Aol 6 Caisll Llal -

Ayyyell a2l (8 0)<llg canll BIAIY Cuwgan anea -

Ayigilall Aelyall L8 syl Gulyayl T -

.The Syntax-pragmatics interaction in Arabic ishtighal construction -

S



Byll (o 02 dsiya ol 28 Adylag Cunylg cRyaal Aylghua Ayl
Biaséutlly Aaloll atiadily analy geas (8 Ladag )<pall Cliaty U
Ly glag Ayspell sMell JAls

(opanall il za Gglailly of Maons Lvadiy 30l ySyall ealys g4
by aily dyaphaiill ajla g Hyidiall Jasll AarlysjSyall (aha 3]
aming asl Gl A8LAJ (galgll (sgina le alyeds (aq (LIl ylaitll 4
Eetten) (] ozl gadeall o sy Geayedl | dealll 25 comy 21
U2 39392 (a2 419 (el (o ey s ol Ul SVl (8 Yol
gl jalas Gl plins cully Ly y3s

Aays Liasais @pyyell cilyilallly Alag G ayandl sasll laa jaasg
JoaSil Ayam¥l (L8 dle cileguaga llss Gl Ayalell Cigall a Bjan
ail)luag ySpall malyy ga saell JalSivly @yalell Ly laall Loy
analy JoSly (larssl (8 clymiudl j<pa - 1y34a - zitdl 388 .5yA Yl
gSanigell 2o analiyy (8 gVl Alsyall jasl (oS U3B8] (L8 Ayl
Slyballl Jals gy Aoyl galips $liolg ¢ palsplly Ayl a2Ll Joa
@yls dsl Appell aples Alaa (a JoU1 sasll 1yall jraly dygulall
daaps Apas Ay Al (o8 Grasganll Gaadgall pas ] 28La|
(e gSuigell 2a Jazll 8 £ 15131 G Gl )l JAil cilalinuas
a2lll) Guyipll < pall malips 58 Jazll Jalya Joialg cilsll gl slac)
L1929 LipgS 2 Asaymll B2 Ly Bl clyal jgany (alloll (2 Ayl
Tl Oa Iy Gl gligng guild

Lnsgina e payatll Ayl ails S @a calll 53k sl sac Gllg lan
2o Gl Aala Bgeag (Gatalill ot jdg ( Jasll d24lin (8 5yaiuall
Ayaloll anilaly Alaall (1)3Y Gratially Gatalll

3Spall al=ll Gl
Alaall e alell Capdiall
aibigll mlla ¢y aillyse .o i

Spell dals

Lyl Lalolss of 109 Lo piity mranas ¥y 5,00 (o olotaf Anall ot P




Nisanipat Al rabieh

byl

. s .o”l é oo“ I ool‘
@Y palig- it yATI Rayy

Cilalaanyl
2 oy sl & gl 3
VAEOY oL IYAAN O o
3 gl g 1 LAY
EVoYyiq L.SB- EVYVeldA sl

www.kaica.org.sa
&yl ST
M‘ Lp S.LAJA

arabiclisa@kaica.org.sa

L)L Lalolss of 109 Lo piity manas ¥y 3,01 (o olotaf Anall oiia

il A
o o s o adlds 5.
el el ol o 5l
2P s
éb’;ﬂ 4fu|.).:.°&3fp\3.:
ﬂJ&r:J‘ﬂJA

NP PU RNV Sl [N

6}?L&‘ 41)‘.&.0 o Jgd Al
el ool

a-‘ & e ”I o & I
3yl Al

(55 3 po oo (..:.alﬁ\ N

() 38 pla ™
) o d 3.

(oA L“;J.@.QJ‘ &sﬂw‘ ):\.ESLA.,; .A.;‘

(3 ol fs 5]

(i) ) ) o e ]

(oA b dest N
s yod) Il oo lms] 3 502 3.1
(an) (5l ogh 3 502 N
(023D _gw bl sl N
.(ol;ﬂl),ﬁgﬁi il Caw g ™




dale pl&af-
ly o e laall 8 )giiall Gigayll L8 33ylgll calaglsally )T
ppmllsse o0 alllsse Cllall jga sly e Bl prot Vg dantac
Aulghuall Lngalha Jarig Alaall of avsyell aslll Aasdl (lgall
LayiBag culaliitwllg cilagleall Axia (e dlalS
B gty Gl alah gyl Alaall G iall &gl 3 el
)Ll ggtga poitig pySatl
-Ayi8 AljlyieY gaadg dlaall 8 Gigall sy
Aty afay o Alaall 8 ALK Al Fuay ol @l K] Jusys
ailulpa Hlgicy Bpatan Ayalelly sl

(amu.20) 38 Cljlis gall sa=ll QA(GMS ) Eaalyll ] dm

.adlys gi

péaﬂlﬁ;ioilﬂu)!mﬂée)ﬁﬂemulbeuimleﬂ)%eﬂ
2oy Caalyll Aulliag Alaally sl Byls] Loy @it8S byl V)
e Gl Ll 1] ay&atll cilelya] e Ayiyiall Ayllall calaaill
3)lal 2ii83 alg davyids Culelya] dslia pacq aif)liia canuy aylla
-l iy oyt

Alaall G4 pill Cilghad

e 1S yall Aalell A3LaVL Alaall yayas 8)laY Anaga dlulpall (4S5
sy Ggaiso e ol dlaalls palal igpSIyl syl
Ainlgung, A Lol aalio jledly japatll sty wgda

dlanl CAnn soy pynill Ay glatal (8 GIK)lball (Apen
Allszly £l g5 ¢ pasle Yo o S pniaglicg (3ol
o) ey Jara clbad 2o Lol iy Aavall Lalpd Jla 4
S 8)9pa Gl aiidy gyl Bisn sy gall paslal Gl oyl
Sl alad aslw gyl a gyl 2535 JUA
canlia gl @8 ¢ spgall Bl B puyatll S (e Ayl e
M= lnea 88 pa Jouhll sac e fylxiclgf Vgud Anyrilly A% Ll
paalall
s (A gapatll s Gl payel alinall ASlhall Jpag 2o,
ghgtallicaagllyzlg il pleaBalgallciliba calylli gyl Y1
-aiS)ldig il

>

dnyell alylullly Gist Gl cigally clulyally (atas dlaa
Ll yhiitg Ayypell ALl LniBlcg A8LiAall Ayilulll u)laally
Cilgall Jla Aydyailly laia Aghill clysballl Joliss
alll ale ClIa%g Aylglatlly Al Jylatg aill Jylatg caSlyilly
Agyaill Lamilgag A&liaall Lamegydy (clatall dslll aleg (udill
R O Ly GaBlalilly el cilelll aglety alay oS  AyByatlly
cil)yialy sgelll hyaitlly Alilly oYl Al CluiSly Lala

gl ciligally Aaayill Cilwlysg Al

Alaally piill aclgd

Erlyilulllg Ayl dlll Lad, A8 lotall Ayayll Cigall Alaall yiis
Ayuiyally Bsjal syl Gaiellly piill lSa] 2o dpypell a2l Ayl
& Clls dyaal payaill Ay iy 1) ¢5)A Y1 Apallell cilolil 53ag
Aol delll Aaad

Lenase gf il lantsaMon (8 (STl claglg anaBill ¢ paliata Yl
Gyl Jlgan danglasal ] CulSlia ¢ya Linliny Ly Sps Alaall myils Y
’ ) .).\":u_\'gj'ai
degrha Jayi of dlaall 8 piill 3ieall cilS)liall 8 byt
9yESIYT sl JUA (5 gf ¢ (CD) dppguls palydl (e Axauang
Alaall

Oxml O£ 2 Vg dndun (i G AS Ll ciladun J83 Y o
- (Ad) sal=ll paall (pa dxdin

(UL @Yl ALaall ] dlwyall ColS)laall A Gauis (8 (el
(16p23) sale (Traditional Arabic) bhall padiug jaill (ia 4
(12a23) sale (Traditional Arabic) sl pasiu Sialgall 8

Gale (Traditional Arabic) hall aaitw) dwgiyll (ugliell 4
.18 ﬁ;;)
Gale (Traditional Arabic) hall aaaiw dycydll (gliell 4
(16 p2a)

Byblya AS)lhall a9y Lasyas Clyleilly Apalell YAl (43
laduall ald)] g lil e &S lall 8 Lasgyg ulas 39
a8 (4 A%)Liall yAT (4 Alindy 2alyallg jabasll Slagles :_\353
A dgﬂl pall LHAUI V) calgall AV Ayl 349 ¢ Loy Asald
@yl (anyiall gl Ganall sul eajall of juasll Glgic (AL
(il At (IS sl syl sLy) pill ilagles
Ayl Al (2a18200) 3935 & atayl Ladls il §ay
Agaripall of A 133Ul Aygia AS Ll S Gl gl aslily
has Au)sdl aollly ats)liig uan.A 34l dylod dampe gl
6 us )»uJ-' 1038 gf Bygtiia (<3 T AalBall A< lhiall 4 byidiy
A Gl Gl at€ e o)l pass Calyll @il Lo (5)AT s Ay
Alaall 5y aling s il syal

Alaa) 8 oplis amy AT (lSa (& ety piy of dialll 3oy
U L iy 5 iy A 990 a2y (Apapell calyilull]
Oa goranl JUA Alaall I Linlgungy .ylgll ol liball ilaal iy
Lenalas
g phill latpadhay apdatll Aial jhdy clSlball claal pag
il BylaY Linlgung da)ls ¢ya yandbl A5US Yglais Y 5aa JUS Lnasc
dEyilny Alaall Gl Ansdall AL ol jayatll e colylyd
Lavilya Calypra e 7loadl pac 8 ndsy A5y all Batat
OsaSnall cillagaln g i 8 Eayl Jpaes oall gl of
Y 8an 4 Alawa AAwiy Alaall 3lalgag ayl] Aluyall A3l §q
<oyl Ly @)moaf.ag,g 30 jolais

Tl Letslos 5 Ly Lnpdis prces W 3541 (oo o] daslall oo



Gleguagall (uyms

0ySllg conll BIAIY Cusgan pama
Agymll A2l 4

Ayl aga] 3yl

osﬁlluu—\u-\ﬁﬂl-u-c -

170

6

JUB 2 prasgans Aial)
Bagaall Aspvngandl maliys

CUall 2ang

@il Gulyia Yl ctyll
Ayigildll Aélyuall L4

el e gali

214

The Syntax-pragmatics
interaction in
Arabic ishtighal construction.

Dr. Abdullah S. Al-Dobaian.

33

paleig dyildyell fsalsall
gl

8agan (yy aandl ave §ady s g

61

Jl=aY AUYAllg A3u&yill Ga%laAll
. Jualyil

.Auc Aualy .o

103

Adlaall a2l 4 Chisll Laf
A93a Jalati Ayl

(Sl Olagl iy Jlia

Tyl Laloluts of 109 Layiy manss Yy 500 (o sloia] Andall oiia



dqaanll
(aggyell cllallialng o Sasll am juay
Rl iy (o Ll Uakag cal Adlall slaclll 131stal
22 (Gashatlly Jylailly paypll allaly (ileguagall 8
29 dlaall Layle ciaatel il uYl Lo Akhdlagll
Lo Gl AgpIaill oy Slmally Allal (o ol
samlllan Gigay ) by Ayl liie] 9y 3o Ga1,
dalell EilyilalilS clyilalll ggpd 65 pa GALy Lytys
cilylallly sl culyilaly @Syl clyiballlg
Allgatll calyilullly Ay SLAGH calyilullly dEyigulall
HRAL Bagaall Alawll Gasy JoUI iyl Jolis 284
8 dsilapellisaball AL Cadll Jolisg ¢gyugull
Ay Syill aslhadll Sl Gl Jolitg gaill aylet
caioll BIAI gyl il Joliig (aUKII L8 &Yl
diggelll ciliganll Culyilal cquis (8 dyyyell dalasall (4
LAY Cungan anma gopia gad (ualall Caayll Ll
aligaall clyihnl 8 Einy adilng gang o)l canll
A dyy=ll Ciligasll (ya sac e s il gy dsgelll
8 gl GulyiaVl T ualull Gyl Jolis oy
Aigalall calyslulll (wlgs (ols gang dyigildll delyall
Syl glatll Jelatll Jolisa y VI Lal &y SLadll ol
A eatll sy oyl gaill b Jleridl sl
izl 13 zlyal 8 lgadul (uall Gatalall Z)apll <
09T ella) s Olg cpmiliac jatuny of Jals Lasia
ol Gle dgyell Lisll 2253 @aslall slachl 8

Jrsallclgs ) s lally 5agall illy

syl sy
sl aialpl ¢yl ave

Allisaniyat Al Arabiyah

*»

wll

I3‘
1w

Lyl Lalolss of 109 Lo piity manas ¥y 3,01 (o olotaf Anall ot




Frugan Al
Saganildypsmgunll malips JUS a

™ CMI Anag

;o lall
Bl G e sl Sl 3| el ymy s OF el i G sl
CJ\)}@} QL&\JB‘ C)\c—\}ﬁ\ odd 2SS CJUQ;.)Q}U.JJ BJ,’.J.‘L-‘ CJ\;—\}EJ\
Sl e 5,2 cn il 9 Lo gt (I s 1 (6 s gl AT (B B0l Bl
2 2 S 0 ) Sl s B iy S 2
Abstract

The aim of the present paper is to show some new fea-
tures of Saussurian thought in light of a new reading of
his manuscripts. This would reveal new assumptions and
concepts in the extended Saussurian corpus which entails,
beyond its programmatic proposals, some new horizons
for corpus and text linguistics.
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Abstract

A second language is usually acquired through learning.

In the teaching of languages it has been established that
grammar is the foundation for second language acquisi-
tion. There are, however, different views regarding the
acquisition of grammar. Memorizing grammar rules has
been traditionally the method for learning a language,
while modern methodologies abide by different theories,
often hesitating between explicit or implicit grammar.

This paper first exposes the major features of tradi-
tional didactic grammar. Then it focuses on modern and
contemporary experiments, especially those related to
the cognitive principles in the teaching of grammar, both
natural and formal. It will be shown that cognition ben-
efited from what has proven to be efficient in former
theories. This was made possible thanks to what cognition
achieved, that is, widening the scope of linguistic study so
as to allow it to encompass the mind as well as the visible,
in addition to linguistic systems. It will be argued that the
major objective that guides the teaching of grammar is to
help learners acquire the competence to formulate their
intentions and use them to communicate.

Key terms: cognition. Linguistics. Grammar. Grammar
teaching. Language aquisition. The natural. The formal.
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verbs analyzed are selected from an arbitrary corpus, related to
the metalanguage discourse of the stock exchange. Classical
Arabic grammar is also involved, since “qulu:b verbs (i.e. heart/
abstract perception verbs) are considered as a class among oth-
ers. Lexicon-grammar theory provides the theoretical frame to
our description. Extending the class of verbs of communication
has been one of our main interests. This was achieved by pro-
posing two sublists: ways of speaking verbs, and verbs of thanks

and congratulation.

KEYWORDS:

Lexicon-grammar, syntaxico-semantic properties, meta-
language, verbs of communication, abstract perception verbs,
speaking verbs, opinion verbs, ways of speaking verbs, verbs of

thanks and congratulation.
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Harris, S. Z. (1976) : Notes du cours de syntaxe.

(1978): « Operator-Grammar of English » in Lingvisticae
Investigationes Tome I, Fascicule 1.

(1991): ATheory of Language and Information.

Giry-Schneider, J. (1994): « Les compléments nominaux
des verbes de parole » in Langages n°115.

Gross, M. (1975): Méthodes en syntaxe.

(1981): « Les bases empiriques de la notion de prédi-
cat sémantique» in Langages n°63.

Kiibler, N (1994) : « Etude des objets nominaux de verbes
de parole anglais, comparaison avec le francais » in Lan-

gages n°115.
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Lepesant, D (2007) : Trois petites études sur les prédicats
de communication verbaux et nominaux » in Langue fran-
caise (premier trimestre).
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[8] «I say or | say to you can of course occur on every
sentence. “l ask you, | request you” can occur normally on
very many. There are also other operators with a some-

what less definite metalinguistic status (know, think, won-
der) » (1978 p.67).

[9] « Tout opérateur d’un texte ou d’'un fragment de
texte est placé sous un autre opérateur du plus haut
niveau « je (vous) dis » ou I’équivalent en tant que perfor-

matif » Harris, Z.(1976) : Notes du cours de syntaxe, p.158.
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[13] « La complétive et I'infinitive sont des variantes com-
binatoires ». Lamiroy, B (1994) : « Les syntagmes nominaux

et la question de I'auxiliarité » in Langages n°115, p.64.
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complément de maniere dx bl & L (ML) Jeldl o) b JW J= o
("k:) 113 \S cun prédicat de second degré iUl dx .l e Mo S o
e LN A5 ] o el s O] 1B g Al I3l (o b 3L+
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[15] « La propriété définitoire des verbes de parole peut
étre mise en correspondance avec celle des verbes datifs dont
elle ne difféere que par la nature du complément en N1; pour
les verbes de parole, il s’agit d’'une complétive, pour les datifs,
d’un objet nominal en général concret». «<Etude des objets
nominaux de verbes de parole anglais, comparaison avec le
francais», in Langages (1994) n°115, p.p.77-78.

(VL) Bl ns o5 Aazd a5 [V1]

[17] «Seuls les noms de signes linguistiques ayant un em-
ploi de discours oral ont des propriétés aspectuelles (un dis-
cours interrompu, un discours de 3 heures). Les autres, selon
nous, n’ont pas de propriétés aspectuelles. Nous en dédui-
sons que les noms de signes linguistiques, y compris les hy-
ponymes du nom parole, sont fondamentalement des noms
non-prédicatifs. Pour une opinion opposée, on se reportera a
J.Giry-Schneider 1981 & 1994 qui, soutenant que parole est un
nom prédicatif, en déduit logiquement que dire est un verbe
support.» Denis Lepesant (2007 : 26).
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[18] « On remarque que les verbes performatifs comme
dire, vouloir qui se constituent avec des compléments infini-
tifs et complétifs peuvent étre vus comme sémantiquement
secondaires par rapport au contenu des phrases sur lesquels
ils portent ». Maurice Gross « Sur la définition de 'auxiliaire
du verbe » in Langages 1999 n°135.
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[20] «]...] tous les verbes ont les propriétés syntaxiques
de dire (pris comme verbe de communication et d’ordre),
éventuellement d’autres que par exemple le verbe transitif
pourrait avoir.» Maurice Gross (1981 : 47).

[21] «Environ 150 verbes remplissent les deux condi-
tions, nous les noterons Vmt. Leurs sens comportent tous
I'intuition de “mouvement, déplacement d’une origine a
une destination”. Une facon de les interpréter comporte le
sens de aller combiné a celui d’'une modalité de déplace-

ment.» idem.
VY ¢ umpu‘m U i [YY]

[23] “In addition to special word classes and sentence
types, a particular science language may contain special
constraints on certain subclasses of words, yielding the ef-
fect of special grammatical constructions. One case of this
is seen in the meta science segments that operate in the
whole science sentence, as in NONO (We expect that ...), 00
(... is demonstrable), OOO (... indicates that ...); here there is a
subset of second-level operators which differ in their specific
argument-requirements, but have the property of occurring
freely on all science language sentences, and of carrying me-
ta-sentence meaning”. Harris, Z. (1991) p 293.
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[27] “There is no way to define or describe the language

and its occurrences except in such statements said in that

same language or in another natural language.” Harris, Z.
(1991): A Theory of Language and Information, p 274.

[28] “[...] in the sentences of pharmacology, there are as
noted above Ono pharmacological operators whose first ar-
gument is a drug noun and second is a sentence (or noun) of
physiology: in the pharmacological sentence Digitalis affects
the heart contractibility we have as argument a physiology
sentence, The heart has the ability to contract. Physiology is
here prior science to pharmacology.” Harris (1991:299)
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- Giry-Schneider, J. (1994): «Les compléments nominaux
des verbes de parole» in Langages n°115.

- Gross, M. (1975): Méthodes en syntaxe, Herman. Paris.

- - (1981): «Les bases empiriques de la notion de
prédicat sémantique», Langages n°63.

- Harris, S. Z. (1976): Notes du cours de syntaxe, Le seuil,
Paris.

- s (1978): «Operator-Grammar of English» in
Lingvisticae Investigationes, t. I, fac. 1.

- mmemeene- (1991): ATheory of Language and Information,
Clarendon Press, Oxford.

- Kiibler, N. (1994): «Etude des objets nominaux de verbes
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- Lepesant, D. (2007): «Trois petites études sur les prédi-
cats de communication verbaux et nominaux» in Langue
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Abstract

This paper is an attempt to use language/corpus processing
tools, such as WebBootCat built in Sketch Engine, Notepad++, R
and WordSmith in analyzing Arabic words of violence (al-"unf)
in Arabic newspapers. The first tool was used to collect Arabic
texts from Arabic newspapers archived in the web, from 22 Arab
countries. Words of violence are determined by disregarding
semantically-unrelated synonyms of violence included in simag
al-ma‘ani http://www.almaany.com/. This resulted in 75 syn-
onyms intended for analysis and semantically relevant to the
meaning of violence. Such synonyms are contextually catego-
rized into four categories: superordinate words: al-‘unf, ‘anna-
fa and yu‘annif; words of verbal violence, words of non-verbal
violence and words of physical violence. Results of the analysis
are shown in three semantic behavioral profiles: nominal argu-
ments, verbal arguments and adverbial modifiers. Such results
may be considered as a first step that needs to be developed so
as to allow for exploiting and evaluating the analytical tools in a
broader framework.

Key terms: Arabic newspapers, Arabic corpus, violence, cor-
pus analysis, behavioral profile, natural language processing.
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My jobs

Sketch grammars i

GDEX configurations
User groups
s E " Il'. . "

[t _|

User guide

Corpus name
Language

Input type

Website

|sauress |

| Arabic Y|
WigbBootCaT is available for languages that can be
automatically tokenised.

O Sead words
O URLs
® Website

Select Sead words for finding documents using a search
engine. Use URLS to download texts directly from
specified locations, Switch to Website in case you need to
obtain all documents from a particular web domain.

The web site (a single web domain) to harvest, e.g.
‘www.sketchenging.co.uk' to get the whole site or
‘www.sketchengine. co.uk/documentation/' to get web
pages under a specific path. WebBootCaT will obtain up

t0 2000 text documents within the site.
Compile corpus when v)
Automatically compile corpus when WebBootCaT
processing is finished.
— Size restrictions

Min file size 1 |
Minimal size of a file to be processed (in kB).

Max file size [10000 |
Maximal size of a file to be processed (in ke).

Min cleaned file size | 15000 |

Max cleaned file size |1000000 |

Minimal size of a cleaned file (in k8). Cleaning involves

converting to plain text, removing boilerplate and
consolidating white spaces.

Maximal size of a cleaned file (in ks). Cleaning invoives
converting to plain text, removing boilerplate and
consolidating white spaces.
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(R) T ol - lae s (s ) i) sAUITESS Cild Lt 1(1) Gl

> getwd()

> readLines (“sauress.txt”)

> readLines (“sauress.txt” ,encoding="UTF-8")

> str (readLines (“sauress.txt”))

> str (readLines (“sauress.txt” ,encoding="UTF-8"))

# Making new file processed:

> sauress1 <- paste(readLines(“sauress.txt” ,encoding="UTF-8’), col-
lapse=")

> install.packages(“stringr”)

> library(stringr)

#Iimporting multiple documents (texts) into R and clean the texts (cor-
pora) up

> if (Irequire (tm) ) {

+ install.packages(“tm”)
+ library(tm)
+}

” o«

> gsub(pattern="\\w", replace=
> sauress2 <- gsub(pattern="\\w”, replace=
> sauress2 <- gsub(pattern="\\w”, replace=
> sauress2

> str <- gsub(‘[[:punct:]],”,str)

> gsub(“[[:punct:]]”, “”, str)

#check the difference between the display between the two files:
> sauress]

> sauress2

, sauress])

” «

, sauress])
, sauress2)

” «
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Abstract:

Language of rules and regulations is of crucial importance in
showing how legislative wording is selected in such a way as to ex-
press the intended meaning with no room for misinterpretations.
Using a contextual analytical approach, this paperinvestigates the
extent of using linguistic reservation techniques in the language
of rules and regulations as illustrated by the unified regulations of
higher studies at Saudi universities, and more specifically by the
executive rules of higher studies at King Saud University.
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The Syntax-pragmatics interaction in Arabic
ishtighal construction®
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Abstract

This paper aims at understanding how syntax and prag-matics interact in Ar-
abic ishtighal construction. Early Arab scholars, like al-Jurjaani and as-Sakkaaki,
have shown the important role of language use in context in determining the
meaning. They assumed that contextual meaning was part of a syntactic theory.
The Chomskyan mainstream theory ignored pragmatics and, as a result, consid-
ered it to be outside the scope of the linguistic theory. This pa-per proposes that
ishtighal construction can be better explained if semantics is treated as an inde-
pendent level with its set of rules interacting with syntax via correspon-dence
rules as suggested by Jackendoff’s parallel structure theory (2002).

«- Associate Professor in Department of English and Literature, College of Arts, King
Saud University, Riyadh.
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1. Introduction

This paper discusses the syntactic and pragmatic as-pects of ishtighal con-
struction (IC) in Arabic. More specifi-cally, it attempts to provide an account link-
ing the syntax of IC to its meaning based on its pragmatic use in context. It is
shown that such construction has not received a con-sistent account in tradi-
tional Arabic syntax. Interestingly, | observe that the traditional Arabic analysis
of IC shares with the mainstream Chomskyan generative theory in Government
and Binding (GB) (1981) and the Minimalist program (MP) (1995) that syntax is
the basic generative component deriving semantics and phonology. To make
matters worse, the Chomskyan mainstream theory ignores pragmatics alto-

gether and considers it outside the scope of syntactic study.

The paperis organised as follows. Section 2 illustrates the Arabic data. Section
3 discusses the intricate relationship between syntax and the semantics, more
specifi-cally the pragmatic functions, of IC in traditional Arabic linguistic theory
as exemplified by the works of al-Jurjani and as-Sakkaaki. As it is essential to the
semantic discus The Syntax-pragmatics interaction in Arabic ishtighal construc-
tion of IC, the distinction between inshaa? and khabar is reviewed briefly in Ara-
bic syntactic literature and then it is compared to Austin’s theory of speech acts
(1962). Sec-ondly, the problems of the Chomskyan analysis of syntax-semantics
interactions are identified. Section 4 proposes that a promising account of IC can
be established based on Jackendoff’s parallel structure (Jackendoff 2002). Finally

a conclusion summarizes the basic findings of the study.

2. Data
1) Zaidan/ Zaidun ?akrimhu.
Zaid-acc/Zaid-nom (you) command-honor.SG-him Zaid, You should honor

him.

Ll Lelyls 51 L35 sy ity oy ¥ 3,01 oo <laal nlall o2



2) Zaidan/ Zaidun litukrimhu.

Zaid-acc/Zaid-nom (you) command-honor.SG-him Zaid, you should honor
him.

3) al-walada/ al-waladu laa tuhinhu.

the boy.SG-acc/ the boy.SG-nom do not.humiliate.SGJUS-him The boy, do
not humiliate him.

4) al-Jundiiya/ al-Jundiiuu baraka Allahu fiihi.

the soldier.SG-acc/ the soldier.SG-nom may bless.SG-past God-nom in-him

The soldier, may God bless him.

5) ?asafiinatan/ ?asafiinatun rakibtaha?

question particle-the ship.SG-acc/ question particle-the ship.SG-nom ride.
SG.past-it

The ship, did you ride it?

6) ma al-safaha/ ma al-safahu qultuhu.

neg the obscenity.SG.acc/ neg the obscenity.SG.acc say. SG.past-me

No obscenity have | said.

In these examples, the preposed NP has two options of case marking: accu-
sative and nominative. The classic Ara-bic syntactic textbooks, Hasan (no date)
and Ibn Hisham (1991) among others, examine the syntax of the preposed NP
in these examples and conclude that even though the fronted NP may option-
ally be associated with two case markings, the accusative case is recommended
when used with verbs of request involving command (1) and (2), pro-hibition (3),
supplication (4), question (5), and negation (6). In the case of accusative NP, the
Arab scholars considered it a case of ishtighal in which the object is fronted and

its original position is obligatorily occupied by a pronoun.
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3. The relationship between syntax and pragmatics in linguis-

tic theory

| explain how syntax and pragmatics interact in Ara-bic traditional linguis-
tics by examining the works of two prominent Arab linguists: al-Jurjaani and
as-Sakkaaki. First | investigate al-Jurjaani’s concepts as represented by his book:
Dalaa?il aliAjaaz ‘Arguments of the inimitabil-ity’. Next | discuss as-Sakkaaki’s
basic assumptions on the syntax-semantics interface that he explored in his
book Miftaah alAuluum ‘the key of sciences’ (as-Sakkaaki 2000). Then | review
the distinction between Inshaa? and khabar in Arabic traditional linguistic lit-
erature as it is essential to the discussion of the semantics of Arabic IC. Finally |

dis-cuss the pragmatics in generative theory of Chomsky.

3.1. Al-Jurjaani’s theory of nazm

Al-Jurjaani, in his treatise: Dalaa?il al-iAjaaz, attempted to examine the as-
pects of eloquence of the Quran. At his time, there was a heated debate on the
intricate relation-ship between meaning and lafz ‘expression’. He proposed that
what determines the quality of style was the mean-ing being realized in a co-
herent text. Therefore nazm or composition of text, according to allurjaani, is

essential in explaining the quality of text.

Nazm theory insisted that syntactic rules conditioned the correspondence
between meaning and expressions or words (Versteegh 1997: 117-121). Nazm is
dependent on what al-Jurjaani called syntactic meaning (al-Jurjaani (no date):
81). By syntactic meaning, he assumed that lexi-cal items are linked in the text
according to the rules and constraints of syntax. As evidence to the dominance
of syntax on meaning, he referred to syntactic processes af-fecting the meaning
such as: fronting, postponement, (in) definiteness, deletion, suppression, rep-
etition among oth-ers (al-Jurjaani (no date): 82). As a consequence, al-Jurjaani

concludes that if there were any mistakes in the text, these would be violations
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of the syntactic principles and not the text itself (al-Jurjaani (no date): 83). Al-
Jurjaani’s view of the role of syntax on meaning is expected; after all he was a
renowned syntactician who spent most of his life work-ing out the sophisticated
elaboration of the mechanisms and ways of integrating words cohesively with-
in the text (Milaad, 2001: 318). He published various books on syntax like ‘the
book of sentence in syntax’, ‘one hundred factors’ among many other books. It
is no wonder that syntactic competency, in his view, is a primary foundation of
mean-ing and rhetoric (Milaad, 2001: 318). In the end a syntactic competency is

no more than meanings in the mind of

a speaker described as intensions (al-Jurjaani (no date): 528). Hassaan (1994:
188) considered al-Jurjaani’s notion of words linking, or taAliiq alkalim to use
al-Jurjaani’s words within the text to explain his nazam theory, the most inter-
esting and crucial aspect of his analysis. Hassaan be-lieved that even though
al-Jurjaani did not explain directly what he meant by linking, he instead pro-
vided some gen-eral discussion. More specifically, Hassaan assumed taAliiq to
be establishing syntactic relationships among words by means of semantic and
verbal indices (1994: 188-240). Examples of semantic indices are predication,
transitivity, specification, and dependency while verbal indices are like case, or-

der, mood, colligation, and concord.

Al-Jurjaani distinguished between two kinds of mean-ing: the original or the
first meaning almAana and sec-ondary meaning mAana almAana (al-Jurjaani

(no date):

263- 264). The first meaning is the direct lexical meaning associated with the
lexical item leading the speaker to another specific meaning associated with
metaphors and metonyms. Al-Jurjaaniillustrated theses meanings by us-ing the
following example (al-Jurjaani (no date): 262):

(7)ra?aytu  ?asadan.

see.past-l alion-acc
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I saw a lion.

Here the speaker used a simile ?asadan to suggest that somebody is coura-
geous like a lion. The speaker went be-yond the original meaning of ?asadan to

convey a second-ary meaning of courage in this particular context.

3.2. alSakkaaki’s view on the integration between syntax and

meaning

In his book Miftaah alAuluum (2000), as-Skkaaki clas-sified linguistic scienc-
es into syntax, morphology, mean-ings science (Ailm almaAaani), and clarity sci-
ence (Ailm albayaan). According to him, the sciences of meanings and clarity are
part of a comprehensive syntactic theory that can only uncover the semantics of
language (as-Sakkaaki 2000:37). Attempting to explain this comprehensive the-
ory, as-Sakkaki gradually proceeds from the word to the meaning establishing
his linguistic framework on syntac-tic, semantic, and contextual foundations. At
the morpho-logical level, the morphological structure of the word is analysed.
Then syntax arranges words to achieve what as-Sakkaki calls the abstract origi-
nal meaning or the general meaning of words regardless of context (as-Sakkaaki
2000: 125). As words are used in specific contexts, syntax com-bine them to de-
rive different speaker’s intensions based on the context (as-Sakkaaki 2000: 250).
The sciences of meanings and clarity examine how these particular con-textu-
ally-based syntactic structures are selected to estab-lish the speaker’s goals or

secondary meanings (Lihwaimil 2013: 289-290).

As-Sakkaaki had been influenced by al-Jurjaani’s theory of nazm and the fact
that words are clung together in accordance to syntactic meaning. Adopting al-
Jurjaani’s con-cept of syntactic meaning and meaning distinctions, As-Sakkaaki

assumed that words are strung together to derive two levels of meanings: an
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original meaning and a second-ary meaning. The former type is the basic type
of original meaning that includes the conventional lexical meaning of words
(as-Sakkaaki 2000: 250). The speaker however uses particularly-chosen syntac-
tic structures in specific context to accomplish specific intensions and desires
(as-Sakkaaki 2000: 274, 250). The distinction between the two types of mean-
ing becomes that the first meaning is general and is drawn from the underlying
meaning of individual words that is equivalent to al-Jurjaani’'s mAana (primary
mean-ing) while the secondary meaning is what we get from the context and
is based on using specific syntactic structure which is exactly equivalent to al-

Jurjaani’s mAana almAa-na. Let us provide an example.

(8) ?inna Abdullah Kariimun. (Examples 7 and 8 are tak-en from Milaad,

2001: 389)
that Abdullah-acc generious.SG-nom
Indeed Abdullah is generous
original meaning: confirmation that Abdullah is gen-erous

secondary meaning: rebutting any suspicion that Abdullah is not gener-

ous

In example (8), the first meaning is determined by the syntactic combina-
tion of lexical items in which ?inna takes a subject Abdullah and khabar karii-
mun. The meaning of the sentence is compositionally derived from the lexical
meaning of the individual words. However the speaker moves from the basic
syntactic meaning of the sentence to achieve a specific intension: to repel any

doubt that Abdul-lah is not generous. Another example is (9).

(9) ?alam yadAka ?ila waliimatin faaxiratin mundu ?ashurin?
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Have not invite.SG-jus-you to party.SG-gen luxurious. SG-gen several

months-gen
Have not he invited you to a luxurious party?
original meaning: question
secondary meaning: rebuke and condemnation

The question in (9) represents at the first level a regular question which the
speaker uses for rhetorical reasons to report condemnation and rebuke. In oth-
er words, the first level of meaning is a result of morphological, phonologi-cal,
and lexical meaning information of the words that are realized syntactically in
the form of a question. Then the speaker moves from the basic lexical mean-
ing to a more elaborate rhetorical question that requires no answer. So the
form of question is used in this context to specifically accomplish a reprimand
message. According to as-Sakkaa-ki, even though both meanings draw from
syntactic mean-ings in the sense they are subject to syntax rules dictating how
words are integrated (Milaad, 2001: 382), the second type is the speciality of
the science of meanings that deals with particularly-chosen syntactic struc-
tures in specific context to accomplish pragmatic functions (Lihwaimil 2013:
292). As a result, as-Sakkaaki believes that the science of meanings together
with syntax provide a comprehen-sive theory of meaning that can account not
just for the conventional meaning with which words are equipped but also the
special pragmatic meaning conveyed by particular syntactic structure in spe-
cific context. It is very interesting to observe that as-Sakkaki’s linguistic work
on secondary meanings is a highly sophisticated scientific effort that is close to

the current linguistic understanding of pragmatics (Lihwaimil 2013: 295).
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Finally as-Sakkaki suggests that since the meanings are infinite in language
it is necessary to systematically con-strain the relationship between the syn-
tactic structure and meanings by means of consistent rules. As a result, there
are two types of clauses: ?inshaa? or request or performa-tive clauses and
khabar (asSakkaaki 2000: 251). Khabar sentences are subject to truth condi-
tions; if they comply with the existing reality then they are true. Otherwise
they are false. As for request sentences, they initiate their own state that is not

subject to truth conditions (Lihwaimil 2014).
3.3. Khabar and ?inshaa? clauses in Arabic syntax

| briefly review in this section the vibrant rich discussion of khabar and ?in-
shaa? within the Arabic syntactic litera-ture and the theoretical problems as-
sociated with this bi-nary classification. This topic is of great importance to the

pragmatics of IC.

Arab scholars of syntax and rhetoric are equally inter-ested in the study
of khabar and ?inshaa? as it is relevant to syntax and meaning. Obviously for
rhetoricians, this topic pertains to meaning and how the language is used
while for syntacticians meaning is of great interest and is determined by syn-

tactic rules as | explained in sections 3.1and 3.2 above.

To begin with, al-Qazwiini (died in 739 H) was among the first Arab schol-
ars to classify sentences into khabar and ?inshaa? (al-Mabkhuut, 2010:125).
Khabar involves a sentence complying with an existing reality and therefore
is subject to truth conditions unlike ?inshaa? clauses (al-Qazwiini 2003: 24-25).

AlQazwiini, furthermore, divides

?inshaa? into requests and non-requests. He then explains that requests
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demand something unavailable at the time of inquiry like order, prohibition,
question, vocation, insti-gation (alQazwiini 2003: 108). However he completely

ig-nores non-request forms.

As-Sakkaki, in studying science of meanings, felt the need of organis-
ing meanings into systematically recurring patterns of khabar and talab or
request; thus he estab-lishes a rule for every one of them (asSakkaaki 2000:
251). Again, asSakkaki defines khabar in the same way alQazwi-ini does and
thus it is subject to truth conditions. However asSakkaki uses talab to refer to
the same meanings that al-Qazwiini has for ?inshaa? (as-Sakkaaki 2000: 253).
Similar to al-Qazwiini, as-Sakkaki only focuses on request forms of ?inshaa?

(al-Mabkhuut, 2010: 127).

The binary distinction of khabar and ?inshaa? suggested by alQazwiini and
asSakkaki has been widely adopted in the literature (al-Mabkhuut 2010:125).
However there are empirical problems making this binary distinction difficult
to maintain. More specifically, there are data that cannot be handled by this

strict division. Below we address some of these problems.

First, the forms of sale and marriage contracts like biA-tuka ‘I sold this to

you’ and tallagtuki ‘I divorced you’ or

?ashad ‘I bear witness) can be both ?ikhbaar and ?inshaa?. These forms are
statements or ?ikhbaar associated with the meaning of ?inshaa? (Muddawar

2012: 54). Milaad

(2001: 356) observes that such forms can suggest ?ikhbaar and ?inshaa? and
reports Ibn Qaiyam allawwziyah'’s analy-sis that these forms are considered to

be ?inshaa? with no existing reality to comply with making them inconsistent
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with truth conditions. At the same time, these forms can be ?ikhbaar subject to
truth conditions (as cited in Milaad 2001: 354). These forms are considered to be
speech acts since they involve performing some actions of selling, mar-riage,
and testimony. Therefore they are used with specific tense. To illustrate, form
contracts should be used in the past tense and not the present tense otherwise
it would be khabar and not ?inshaa? contract form. Similarly the divorce form
is enforced if it is in the past tense while the witness forms should be in the
present tense otherwise they are ?ikhbaar (Muddawar 2012: 54). Unfortunately
these forms were not studied properly since they are as-sumed to be of little

use (Salaahu al-Diin 2009: 14).

Second, forms of greetings like salaam alaikum and supplication forms like
waffagaka Allahu ‘God guide you’ can have double status. Ibn Qaiyam allaw-
wziyah considers these forms to be ?ikhbaar as the speaker intends to report
a statement describing the existing reality. However, these forms can be also
?inshaa? in the sense that they initiate a new reality with wishes that peace

spreads and guidance of God happens (as cited in Milaad 2001: 360).

Third, there are khabar forms that are ?inshaa? seman-tically and vice ver-
sa. For instance, the Quranic verse 233 of al-Bagrah chapter: ‘wa al-mutallagatu
yatarabasana bi?anfusihinna PalaPata quruu?in’. (And divorced women shall
wait (as regards their marriage) for three menstrual periods. This verse is

khabar in form but semantically it

is ?inshaa? since it involves a command for a woman to wait for three men-
strual periods before they get married (Dareen 2000: 192). On the other hand,
the sentence may have ?inshaa? forms but is considered khabar in terms of

meaning as in the Quranic verse 75 of Maryam Chapter
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‘falyamdud luhu ar-Rahmaanu madda’ (the Most Gracious (Allaah) will ex-

tend the rope to him) (Dareen 2000: 192).

Finally, the distinction between khabar and ?inshaa? is further blurred by
the Quranic verse 1of al-Munaaf-iquun: ?ida Jaa?ka al-munaafiquuna gaaluu

nashadu

?innaka larasuulu Allaahi wa Allahu yaAlamu ?innaka larasuuluhu wa
Allaahu yashadu inna al-munaafigiina lakaadibuuna’ (When the hypocrites
come to you (O Mu-hammad) they say ‘We bear witness that you are indeed
the Messenger of Allaah’. Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger, and
Allaah bears witness that the hypo-crites are liars indeed). Here the hypocrites’
reporting or ?ikhbaar of their witness is established by pronouncing their state-
ment. The creditability problem however is not in the reporting itself but the
witness of the hypocrites as it is inconsistent with their belief in the Prophet as
a Mes-senger. That is why alQazwiini (2003: 25) suggests that khabar should
be consistent with the belief of the speaker and not the state of affairs of the
outside world. In other words, the witness of the hypocrites violates their be-
lief making this witness false. However alQazwiini is quick to notice that the
speaker’s statement or khabar is not nec-essarily true based only on its consis-
tency with his belief because he may have a belief and makes a mistake (2003:

25). As a result, alMabkhuut (2010:138-142) argues that

?ikhbaar (e.g. the hypocrites’ reporting of their witness) is ?inshaa? or a
speech act by which the speaker performs an act that is not subject to truth
conditions. Salaahu al-Diin (2009) also assumes that khabar is ?inshaa? since
the speaker performs a speech act. Therefore a question and a statement are

equally speech acts. Al-Mabkhuut and Salaahu al-Diin agree with Austin’s view
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of speech acts. Austin (1962) rejects the distinction that he used to make be-
tween constatives (assertions and statements) and per-formatives because he
concludes that such distinction is not substantiated. He assumes that speech
acts are sub-ject to conditions of felicity or success. For example, the hypo-
crites’ witness is felicitous due to their lack of cred-ibility making their witness

false (al-Mabkhuut 2010: 147).

The above problems suggest that the rigid distinction in the Arabic litera-
ture between khabar and ?inshaa? should be abandoned. Instead, khabar and
?inshaa? should be considered as speech acts in accordance to Austin’s theory
of speech acts following alMabkhuut’s analysis (2010) and Salaahu al-Diin
(2009). 1 would only suggest that what is traditionally viewed as khabar in
Arabic literature is non-request ?inshaa? as opposed to request ?inshaa? like

ques-tion, command, prohibition and so on.

3.4. The relationship between syntax and pragmat-ics in

Chomsky’s generative theory

Syntax in Chomskyan mainstream theories starting from the standard the-
ory (Chomsky 1965), Government and Binding (Chomsky 1981), and the mini-
malist program (Chomsky 1995) is the fundamental generative component
of grammar associated with set of rules deriving seman-tics and phonology.
Chomsky (1965) assumes that syntax influences the semantic components of
grammar. That is, syntax creates structures and relates them to the semantic
component for semantic interpretation (Chomsky 1965: 16). As a result, the se-
mantic component is dependent on syntax and hence it has an interpretative

role.

For Chomsky, the theory of linguistics should only focus on competence or
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speaker’s linguistic knowledge. Through studying competence, we are able
to draw out the un-derlying rules of the language or the universal grammar.
Chomsky distinguishes between the core grammar which is the syntactically
rule-governed aspect of language and the peripheral grammar which includes
linguistic struc-tures not controlled by syntactic rules (Chomsky 1986). As part
of performance aspects of language or the periphery, Chomsky considers lan-

guage use as outside of the scope of the linguistic theory (Chomsky 1965).
4. Semantic Analysis of IC
In this section, | provide the semantic foundations un-

derlining the analysis of IC. First | discuss Jackendoff’s ar-guments of the in-
dependence of semantics from syntax. Then I illustrate how secondary mean-
ings generated in specific contexts as argued by Arab rhetoricians like al-Ju-
rjaani and as-Sakkaki are better explained if they are a re-sult of semantics
rather than syntactic rules. Third, Khabar and ?inshaa? are discussed as they
directly relate to the se-mantics of IC. More specifically | analyse the implica-
tions of using 2inshaa? in the comment (i.e. khabar position) of a subject to the
syntactic and semantic structure. Finally I illustrate how Jackendoff’s theory
(2002; 2003) can ac-count for the semantic characteristics of IC which syntax

fails to do so.
4.1. Jackendoff and the independence of semantics

Jackendoff (2002; 2003) criticizes the syntactocentric assumption of gram-
mar in which syntax is the only generative component deriving meaning and
phonol-ogy. Comparing the Chomskyan theory to other theories, he explains

that non-Chomskyan theories like Cognitive Grammar and Conceptual Seman-
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tics treat semantics as a combinatorial level of grammar with its own set of
rules that cannot be reduced to syntactic rules. So Semantics is an indepen-
dent level with its generative rules and the semantic units under investiga-
tion will be actions, events, objects, and properties. Developing his own theory,
Jack-endoff proposes a parallel structure consisting of three independent gen-
erative systems: syntax, semantics, and phonology. These components inter-
act with each other by means of some correspondence rules. He (2003) divides
the linguistic meaning into a “propositional structure” in-volving who is doing
what to whom in an event. The other structure is the “information structure”
dealing with topic vs. comment, old vs. new information and so on. Jackend-
off presents different cases where semantics has its own rules that are not
determined by syntax. For example, we may change the information structure
of the sentence: the bear chased the lion by means of semantically emphasiz-
ing any of its components: the bear, chase, or lion using stress. However these

semantic differences are not shown syntactically (Jackendoff 2003: 657).

In order to show the independence of semantics from syntax, Jackendoff
(2003) illustrates that some aspects of syntax have no effect in semantics. For
instance, subject-verb agreement, nominative and accusative case, the posi-
tion of the verb at the end of sentence (as in Japanese) or after the subject (as

in English) have no influence semanti-cally.

Likewise some semantic aspects do not arise from syn-tactic structure.
Jackendoff refers to a second case. Illocu-tionary force is not marked syntacti-

cally. Let us consider the following examples (Jackendoff 2003: 657):
(10) a. Where is my hat?

b. (Now, Billy) What is the capital of New York?
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¢. Would you open the window?
d. Is the Pope Catholic?

As Jackendoff explains, the questions are used to per-form some actions: to
get information (10a), to examine Billy’s knowledge (10b), to do action (10c), to

suggest sar-casm (10d).

Another case that Jackendoff proposes is that the sub-ject of the sentence

might not be the assumed subject of the sentence (Jackendoff 2003: 658):
(11) a. [One waitress says to another]:

The ham sandwich wants another cup of coffee.[Interpretation: “the per-

son who ordered/is eating the ham sandwich...”]
b. Chomsky is on the top shelf next to Plato.
[Interpretation: “the book by Chomsky...”]

In these examples in (11), the understood subjects that are revealed in the
interpretations are not reflected syntac-tically. In other words, the semantic
subject is the person who had the ham sandwich and not what shows up syn-
tactically in the subject position: the ham sandwich. This is a case of “reference

transfer”.

A third case proving to be problematic for semantics de-pendence on syn-
tactic rules is quantifier scope. Jackendoff illustrates that the following sen-
tence with a quantifier everyone has two interpretations (Jackendoff 2003:

658):
(12) Everyone in this room knows at least two languages.

a. “John knows English and French; Sue knows Hebrew and Hausa; ...”
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b. “...namely, mandarin and Navajo”

The question is should the sentence in (12) have two syntactic structures
reflecting the two interpretations in (a) and (b)? If semantics is by-product of
syntax, then of course syntax has to have two different syntactic struc-tures
corresponding to the two different interpretations. Jackendoff observed that
Chomsky has two contradictory answers. Jackendoff assumes that posing two
syntactic structures to parallel the semantic interpretations would alter the
syntactic structure causing distortions that would never show up syntactically.
However adhering to one syn-tactic structure does not explain how the se-

mantic inter-pretations are derived by syntactic rules (Jackendoff 2003).

Finally, Jackendoff illustrates that syntactic structure or part of it may not
explain semantic properties like repeti-tion. Let us consider the following ex-
amples (2003: 657):

(13) a. Jill jumped until the alarm went off.

b. Jill slept until the alarm went off.

c. Jill jumped when the alarm went off.

(13a) is interpreted that jumping occurred many times while sleeping
happened once before the alarm went off. The interpretation changes as we

change until to when in

(13c): now one jump is implied. Jackendoff explains that until puts an end to
the time of a continuing process. That is, sleep involves a process with no end in
time, so when until is used we have one event. But for jump which has an end
to its event, if we use until then multiple events of jumping will be interpreted.
Therefore Jackendoff con-cludes that the interpretation of repetition cannot re-

sult from syntactic structure but only from semantic structure.
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Based on the above discussion, Jackendoff concludes that semantics has its
set of rules that cannot be sub-scribed to syntax. Therefore semantics is an in-
dependent level just as syntax and phonology and the three levels col-laborate

together to produce linguistic structures.
4.2. Secondary meanings and the context

As we reviewed in 3.1, Al-Jurjaani introduced his nazm theory to explain
how meaning is realized in a coherent text. Nazm, according to al-Jurjaani,
is dependent on how words are related to each other syntactically. Therefore
meaning is syntactic since it is constrained by syntactic rules (al-Jurjaani, (no

date): 81).

As-Sakkaaki studied the meanings of the particularly-chosen syntactic
structures in specific context accomplish-ing specific intensions and desires of
the speaker (asSak-kaaki 2000: 274, 250). He utilized al-Jurjaani’s nazm theo-
ry to examine the derived secondary meanings of these particular structures
as they are used in the context (Lih-waimil 2014: 11). Emphasizing the role of
language use in specific context, as-Sakkaaki underscored the importance of
pragmatics in determining the meanings (Lihwaimil 2013: 295). The science of
meanings is responsible for the secondary meaning and it is equivalent to al-

Jurjaani’s mAana almAana (Lihwaimil 2014: 2).

As-Sakkaaki differentiated between the function of syn-tax and rheto-
ric where the former focused on the words on how they are composed in a
sentence deriving their basic meaning. Rhetoric, or the science of meanings,
how-ever concentrates on using the sentence to generate sec-ondary mean-
ings depending on the context(2). Attempting to explain the contextual mean-

ing, as-Sakkaaki suggests that secondary meaning is a result of using the
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language. To illustrate, he assumes the use of the language is depen-dent on
three criteria: the speaker intention, the listener, and the context (Lihwaimil
2013: 300). To begin with, the speaker should know how to use the language so
that he achieves his goal of contributing informative message to the listener
(as-Sakkaaki 2000: 247). In order for the listener to receive the message, he has
to have the basic linguistic skills enabling him to understand the language (as-
Sakkaaki 2000: 271). Furthermore, the speaker needs to use the relevant lin-
guistic structures that his listener can understand. Namely, using the appropri-
ate linguistic structure is always dependant on the context which de-termines
the meaning (alSakkaaki 2000: 250, 256). The three criteria are indeed prag-
matic aspects determining how the language is used to achieve its goals or
meanings. Let us consider an example to illustrate how (secondary) meaning
can be interpreted. A speaker may say that Sarah, for example, is na?uumatu

adduha ‘sleeping till noon’

(as-Sakkaaki 2000: 512). Metonymy is used here to indi-cate that the con-
textual information is that Sarah is a rich person and does not have to work
early because she has servants performing her household duties; therefore she
sleeps until noon. So the speaker has an intension to con-vey a meaning and
the listener gets this meaning provided that he has an adequate linguistic and
pragmatic compe tence. AsSakkaaki interestingly observes that in metonymy
unlike metaphor, we can have the original meaning, i.e. Sarah sleep until noon;
simultaneously, we can have the secondary meaning that Sarah is rich and
has servants working for her (asSakkaaki 2000: 512, 513). On the other hand in
metaphors like Sami ?asadun’ ‘Sami is a lion’, the original meaning that Sami
is a lion (i.e. the animal) is not possible and not intended by the speaker. The

speaker uses metaphor here to suggest the (secondary) meaning that Sami is
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courageous.

4.3. The implications of ?inshaa? and khabar on the syntax

and semantics of IC

In this section, | explain that using request clauses in the comment (i.e.

khabar position) of a subject creates
a problem for the general assumption that requests are

?inshaa? clauses. There is a controversy among Arab gram-marians regard-
ing the use of request or ?inshaa? clauses in the comment position of a subject.
For example, Hasan (no date, vol. 2: 134) states that using ?inshaa? clauses like
command or prohibition for instance in the comment po-sition of subject is
scarce because they are not subject to truth conditions since they involve per-
formative actions and khabar position requires statements that can be true or
false. Ibn alshajri (1992: vol. 2: 80) and Ibn al?anbaari and some kuufiis (Alastra-
baathi 1996 vol.1: 267) confirm the same conclusion. On the other hand, there
are many grammarians who observe that there is no problem us-ing request or
?inshaa? clauses as khabar of the subject like Ibn asSarraaj (1996: vol.1: 62) and
Haaruun (2001: 34) among others. Haaruun (2001: 35) observes that request
clauses may be used as comment or khabar of the subject. For instance, we
may use command in the khabar position as in: Zaidun ?akrimhu ‘Zaid, (you)
should honor him’, pro-hibition as in: Zaidun laa tuhinhu ‘Zaid, (you) should

not humiliate him’.

The debate or let us say the confusion over using ?in-shaa? clauses in the
comment position of a subject may directly be due to the strict dual distinction

between ?in-shaa? and khabar in the Arabic language tradition. Unlike khabar
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clauses, ?inshaa? are performative clauses that are not subject to truth condi-
tions. However the confu-sion disappears if we assume as | explained in 3.3
above that ?inshaa? and khabar are considered performatives or speech acts,
making them two different types of ?in-shaa?. The only distinction is that the
former is request ?inshaa? while the latter is non-request ?inshaa?. Namely,
the verb in the data in section 2 is associated with two se-mantic interpre-
tations. Let us consider example (1): Zaidan ?akrimhu. We have two types of
meanings or interpreta-tions: the original meaning associated with the verb
and the secondary meaning that we derive from the context ®. The original
meaning and the secondary meaning of the verb ?akrimhu seem to be the
request ?inshaa? in which the verb is a command enforcing a command ac-
tion that should take place. Another possible sentence structure in (1) is Zaidun
?akrimhu. The original meaning of the verb is a request enforcing a command
action that should take place. However the secondary meaning is non-request
?inshaa? of which the verb in the comment position of the subject is not a
request but mainly reports something already known to the speaker “. The
two interpretations are not derived from syntactic rules. As a result, we do not
get corresponding syntactic structures matching the two semantic interpreta-
tions. This is similar to Jackend-off’s discussion of quantifier interpretations
that do not have equivalent syntactic structures ©. The two possible sentences
of the data in section 2 examples from (1) to (6) illustrate two different seman-
tic interpretations: re-quest ?inshaa? and non-request ?inshaa? representing
two different intentions of the speaker. After all, meaning is something that
the speaker has in his mind represent-ing his intentions as al-Jurjaani explains
(p. 528) and is expressed syntactically in a sentence. Furthermore, Hasan (no

date vol. 2: 129-130) illustrates that the choice of the two possible sentences is
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dependent on the speaker’s meaning and intension.

There are some evidence that can be provided to prove that ?inshaa? verbs
in the comment position of a subject may be associated with secondary non-
request mean-ing. Milaad (2001) provides many examples of question sen-
tences whose meaning shifts from request ?inshaa? to non-request ?inshaa?.

To illustrate, let us consider this ex-ample (Milaad 2001: 406):
(14) 2agaa?iman wa qad qaAada annaasu?
why you stand and perfective particle sat people

Why are you standing while people have sat?

The original meaning of (14) is a question but the con-text determines that
(14) ends up having a non-request meaning which is a rebuke and condem-
nation. Again there are no syntactic structures for the original meaning of
question and the condemnation interpretation. Instead there is one syntactic
structure of the sentence and there-fore the syntactic structure fails to repre-
sent the meanings proving that meaning is not derived from syntax but is part
of independent semantic component interacting with the syntactic structure.
The second evidence follows from Ibn Agiil’s argumentation (1980: vol. 3:200)
that the re-quest ?inshaa? clause in the comment position of a subject may
be pronominalized by an adjective. For example in Za-idun ?akrimhu, the verb

?akrimhu may be pronominalized by an adjective:
(15) Zaidun maquulun fiihi 2akrimhu.
Zaid is said about him honor-him.

Ibn Agqiil (1980: vol. 3:200) explains that the adjective maquulun fiihi

?akrimhu is a modifier specifying and providing information about the subject
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Zaidun which is already a known information. In other words, the ?inshaa?
clause in the comment position reports a known informa-tion that is known to
the speaker confirming that the ?in-shaa? verbs express non-request ?inshaa?
that is subject to truth conditions. Ibn asSarraaj (1996: vol.1: 72) confirms this
conclusion. For instance, he explains that the com-ment or khabar of the sub-
ject whether it is a single word as Jaalisun in a sentence like Abdullah Jaalisun
‘Abdullah is sitting’ or a clause containing a question or command as ?akrimhu
in sentence like Zaidun 2akrimhu is a khabar clause (i.e. non-request ?inshaa?
in my analysis) that can be true or false (Ibn asSarraaj 1996: vol.1: 62). Ibn as-
Sarraaj (1996: vol.1: 72) further remarks that Arabs have expanded their use of
request ?inshaa? to become fully acceptable in the comment position of the
subject; the comment clause reports a request such as question oracommand

about the subject and as such it is subject to truth conditions.
4.4. Jackendoff’s Parallel theory (2002; 2003)

I have briefly explained the basic concepts of Jackend-off’s theory in section
4.1and illustrated some problematic semantic cases that cannot be subscribed
to syntactic rules. In this section | explain how such theory can handle Arabic

IC.

Before getting into details, let us give a brief overview of Jackendoff’s se-
mantic analysis. Semantics, Jackendoff’s view as we have explained in section
4., is a generative in-dependent system with its own rules and principles. Jack-
endoff calls semantic level Conceptual structure (CS). CS is a cognitive structure
that deals with thoughts. To illus-trate, CS explains how linguistic structures
are interpreted not just based on linguistic factors (6) but also contextual and

pragmatic aspects (Jackendoff 2003: 374; 2002: 123). The semantic units under
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investigation are State, Things or Objects, Event, Path, Property, Amount, and
Place. CS relates to syntactic structure by means of correspondence rules. So

every syntactic phrase (like S, NP, VP and so on) corresponds to conceptual item

{16} a. PLACE =¥ [poo PLACE-FIRNCTION (THING])

~TO .
J FROM I
b. FATH= TOWARD THING |°
AWAY- FROM [ [[F‘I.AL‘.E, H
Bk~ VLA i
wers GO (THING, PATH])]
& EVENT #  |[ewes STAY (THING. FLACE]] }

d STATE = | [sow HE (THIMG, PLACE] =
[ s OEIENT {THIMG, PATH)| J‘

g, INCHOATIVE= [ STATE]

f. Cansabive, HELF, LET {ihree-argument version} = [Eros OBJECT/EVENT, OBJECT,
EWEMT]

g Causative, LET {tao-arpument version) —# [Eve OBJECT, EVENT)

Let now us consider how the syntactic structure cor-responds to CS in the

following example (Jackendoff 1987: 376):

(171 a. Svntactic srucoore: [z [NFP Tohn) [ve ran [, e [ ibe rooe]]]]

b, Comceptual structure; [eoe GO (foge JOHN], [pa TO (Jrece ™ (Jome
RO ]

In (17), every syntactic phrase is mapped into a concep-tual constituent.
The sentence is equivalent to Event struc-ture in CS. The Event involves a mo-

tion activity represented by Go and is associated with two arguments in CS:

24
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the firstis the subject John which corresponds to Thing and PP corresponding
to Path. The PP in turn has two arguments: TO has Place argument IN and

room as Thing. (17) is repre-sented in following tree diagram:

(18) Event
S | e
> .
GO Gh'rfct Path
R
I 7\
JOHM TO Place
M =" Object
I
Room

The sentence corresponds to an Event in CS and such Event has a function
(i.e. function is a mathematical rela-tion) indicated by double lines of GO. The
function is GO, i.e. the Event is represented by a motion activity. The Event of
the sentence has two arguments as indicated by single lines: Object and Path.
As for the Object, it has a function which is JOHN. The Path has a function TO
and one argu-ment which is Place. Place in turn has a function IN and an Ob-

ject argument. Object that has a function Room.

Now we are in position to discuss how Jackendoff’s theory of CS can apply
to Arabic IC. For example, Zaidan ?akrimhu has the following syntactic struc-

ture in (19a) and CS in (19b):

(19} a. Syntactic structure; [oues [MP Zaidan] [ve[ 5 [se you] Takrimbu]]]

b. Conceptual structure: [sres REQUEST {[onen ZAIDAN], {[osee YOUI])]

The sentence has a syntactic object Zaidan, a subject which is the implicit
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you and the verb ?akrimhu. These syntactic categories correspond to a se-
mantic object/thing Zaidan, to a semantic object/thing you, and the Event
of the whole sentence is associated with REQUEST that is in-volved in com-
mands, prohibitions, questions, negations, and supplications. In other words
this sentence involves a request ?inshaa?. The conceptual structure of (19b)

is rep-resented as:

(200 Event

2N

REQUEST Dl::jlect Object

YOU ZAIDAN

{21} a. Syntactc structure: |g [WNP Zaidum| [vp [WNF you| Takrm [NP -bn| ||

b, Conceplual structure: [fees TRHOAAR [[ogeOL,  ([oges ZAIUIM]. [femn
INCHOATIVE.  ([awee,  lowen Eaidan),  ([mepanMAQUULLIN - FIHI
TAKRIMHUITILNI
The sentence has an Event of ikhbaar as opposed to the request ?inshaa?

of the previous sentence Zaidan ?akrimhu. As proposed by alMabkhuut
(2010) and Salaahu al-Diin (2009) that ikhbaar is a speech act or ?inshaa?, |
also assume that it is ?2inshaa? of a specific type involving non-request. The
ikhbaar event has an argument Zaidan and an Inchoative event. There are
two reasons for using an inchoative event. First, khabar or comment is as-
soci-ated with a result and the inchoative event is associated with a state

denoting an end-result. Secondly, the state usually includes a property or an
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adjective which is consis-tent with what Ibn Aqiil’s argumentation (1980: vol.
3:200) that the verb ?akrimhu may be replaced by an adjective maquulun
fiihi ?akrimhu. So the topic Zaidun is modified by this adjective which pro-
vides an information that is al-ready known to the speaker. The conceptual

structure of (21b) is represented in the following tree diagram:

XXy Event ey
..-.. I "

IKHBAAR Objecl Dl Event

o 3 e
TOU  FAIDD™ A "
o L

-
Inchasive _ Sk

Be  Obgect  Property

ZAIDAN WG FIEL TAKRIMEHL

The semantics of Arabic IC are handled by the CS so that primary and
the secondary meanings are better explained if they are derived by means
of conceptual rules linking conceptual/ semantic categories to syntactic cat-
egories as | explained above. ?inshaa? clauses in Arabic, therefore, have two
possible conceptual structures: one for the request ?2inshaa? and another for
the non-request ?inshaa?. This immediately explains the primary meaning
and the secondary meaning. That is, the primary meaning is associated with

the request ?inshaa? while the other explains the non-request ?inshaa?.

A final remark that is worth mentioning is that the speaker’s meaning or
intension should determine the choice of the two options: Zaidan ?akrimhu

or Zaidun ?akrimhu while syntax offers the two possibilities without really

27 ¢ 2019, - a 1440 151z t‘:giﬂ\lf)lél;l“l

Ll Lelols 51 L35 Lay iy oy Y3 3,00 (o slaa] Al 520



]
<X
\_) The Syntax-pragmatics interaction in Arabic ishtighal construction

28

making any distinction. Ashtiih (2012) reaches the same conclusion in his
study of Arabic IC and suggests that the differences among grammarians
regarding IC result from the syntactic analysis. He therefore concludes that
such confusion and disagreement may be avoided if we appeal to the seman-

tic analysis of IC.
4. Conclusion

This study attempted to investigate the exact relation between syntax and
pragmatic aspects of Arabic IC by seeking to provide a consistent pragmatic
analysis that is in harmony with syntax. | illus-trated the theoretical views of
allurjaani and asSakkaaki and that both scholars managed to reveal the im-
portant role of language use in context in determining meaning. Nonetheless,
the contextual meaning was an integral part of a syntactic theory. On the oth-
er hand, the Chomskyan mainstream theory assumed that syntax was the only
gen-erative system of language and that it derived semantics. Unfortunately
the mainstream theory of Chomsky ignored pragmatics altogether since it con-
sidered it out of the scope of linguistic theory. | also discussed some relevant
issues to the pragmatics of IC such as ?inshaa? and khabar and the presence of
request ?inshaa? in the comment posi-tion of the subject. | argued that these

cases are better ex-plained if they belonged to an independent semantic level.

Furthermore, | argued that Jackendoff’s theory (2002) ac-counted for IC by

means of CS rules relating conceptual/ semantic items to syntactic categories.
Endnotes
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2-The relation between syntax and rhetoricin Arabic Language literature is
tricky and problematic as observed by Milaad (2001: 404). There is a real prob-
lem in deter-mining how contextual meaning interacts with syntactic mean-
ing. Syntacticians and rhetoricians are inclined to assume that meaning is part
of syntax (Milaad 2001: 414; allurjaani (no date: 81). AsSakkaaki for example
thinks that syntactic meaning happens to be the lexical mean-ing associated
with words in the sentence. However as the words are used in the context,

they pick up secondary syn-tactic meaning (Lihwaimil 2013: 295).

3-1adopt this distinction of meanings from as-Sakkaa-ki’s primary meaning
which is the first meaning of words arranged by syntax. The secondary mean-
ing is however the meaning of these words that we get from context as they
are used with other words. | explained these types of meanings in examples (8)
and (9) above.

4- Ibn Aqiil (1980: Vol. 3:200) suggests that in a sen-tence like Zaidun
?akrimhu the verb may be replaced by an underlying adjective indicating that
the action involves reporting something already known to the speaker. This is
different from a sentence with a request or command which the speaker does
not know beforehand given that he initiates a new situation of request.

5- For more details, read the discussion of examplesin (12) in  section
4.1.

6- Mainstream Chomskyan theory focuses mainly on meaning derived by

linguistic structure ignoring contex-tual and pragmatic aspects.
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