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De Saussure's Approach to the Study of Language :
Dichotomies or Trichotomies?

Prof. Dr. Haider Ghadhban Mohsen Al-Jubouri
College of Arts/ University of Babylon
Haider11291@gmail.com

Abstract :

This research attempts to examine Saussure's approach in his
lectures through his dichotomies. I try to reflect a perception of
Saussure's vision of those dichotomies and to criticize it by
stating its strengths and weaknesses, in addition to examining the
scholars’ readings and criticisms about it. To do this, I rely on the
principle of “the sequential relation between these dichotomies
and their interrelatedness” in presenting and discussing
Saussure’s views and the views of those who deal with them. The
research covers the following topics :

*The weight of Saussure's lectures in the twentieth century.

«Saussure's dichotomous thinking.

*The relationship between Saussure's dichotomies to the aim
of the study :

-The scholars’ perception.

-Our perception of Saussure's goal behind his lectures.

*The major dichotomies: (microlinguistics and
macrolinguistics (

*The minor dichotomies.

First: Langue and parole
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A. The linguistic sign (Signifier/Signified) .

B. The Syntagmatic/Paradigmatic relations.

Second: The Synchronic/Diachronic descriptions.

«Summary of the research and its results.

«List of references.

Keywords: Linguistics - Ferdinand de Saussure - Structuralism
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