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Abstract

Compared to literature of other nations, Arabic poetry is unique...It
has acquired this distinguished quality from the language in which it is
composed, the language of the Quran. Thus it is the oldest international
living language. In this way, communication between the ancient past and
the present has and will continue. Ancient pre-Islamic poetry is still read
today. Following the common saying that poetry is the a reflection of the age
in which it is composed, this study centers on constant and variable elements

of this poetry.

Chapter 1 describes the natural terrain of the mountain city of Taef
with a moderate climate like that of Syria. Chapter 2 describes the coverage
of Taef in poetry. Chapter 3, the key section of the study, investigates
poetical trends between pre-Islamic and Islamic themes .Here, comparative
analysis methods are used. Literary analysis has shown that Taef poets were
salafis.("ancesterists") because they followed certain traditional themes like

enthusiasm, pride, praise, obituaries, yet wrote very little pejorative poems.
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Their poetry can be described as individualistic rather than typical. In other
words, they deviated from the mainstream literary themes. Unlike the wine
poet abu Mihjan al-thagafi, Umaya ibn abi asalt, for example, pioneered the
ascetic poetic movement and wrote religious poems that served preaching

purposes. Chapter 4 is a technical study of some poems.

In conclusion, this study is an attempt to explore the extent to which
poetry has kept up with modern developments which accompanied the
emergence of Islam with specific reference to Taef until the fall of the
Umayyad era. The Taef poets followed their predecessors and followed the
fixed poetic prototypes of their forefathers which were shaped by literary
critics and common fad of the time which encouraged imitation of key pre-
Islamic models. This has been the case so much so that one can hardly tell
whether a poem is Pre-Islamic or modern Taef poem. Yet this fixed style
cannot be designated as an exact replica of the past, but rather as a continuity
and extension of an old tradition and a true expression of feelings and

human nature.
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