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Linguistic Selection and Discourse Func-
tions

AbdelFatah Yousef

This research introduces a new linguistic term to modern critical thought
which is linguistic selection. This term refers to a new applied linguistic
approach towards discourse analysis that could benefit from the pragmatic,
semiotic, and stylistic approaches towards discourse. This paves the way to
interpreting the spread of some of idiomatic structures and analyzing them in
creative discourse. Each cultural pattern develops its own model of oral and
written structures as the process of converting a series of cultural facts into
linguistic texts in a given discourse is a procedure taken by linguistic selection
in which the poet tries to reproduce culture through these idiomatic structures
in an epistemological domain that could be described as linguistic selection.
This linguistic selection is a lingual oratorical practice that seeks to select
linguistic structures acknowledged by poets.

In its applied part, the research studies and analyzes some linguistic
structures in ancient Arabic poetry in the light of the cognitive orientations of
the concept of linguistic selection.

The research answers questions that reveal the significance of this
approach:

* Why do certain structures appear in the poetic discourse of an era and
disappear in another?

* What are the criteria of linguistic selection? Are these criteria subject to
cultural or oratorical requirements?

* Why are structures such as ‘kifa nabky - khalelaya oudja - amin omi awfa’
considered some of the most popular structures in ancient poetry? And why did
they disappear in the Abbasid era while other alternative structures came into
being?
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