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Abstract:

A new approach is proposed for studying Arabic morphose-
mantics, set in the belief that language evolves, has tendency
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for economy and simplification, and avoids synonymy. This ap-
proach is corpus-based and utilizes, for theorization, modern
written and spoken usage trends and native speaker question-
naires to support its claims. It is used here to study the mean-
ings of verb-stem templates; it has established that each mor-
phological pattern has a unique meaning in Modern Standard
Arabic: I: eventuality; II: repetitiveness; Ill: commencement; IV:
causation; V: reflexivity of repetitiveness; VI: reciprocity; VII: re-
flexivity; VIII: exertion; IX: acquisition of a color or trait; X: req-
uisition.

Key Words: Arabic; morphosemantics; morphological pat-
tern; corpus-based approach; pattern frequency; linguistic sur-
vey.
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