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The Vocabulary of the Living in Bow Lexicon

Salim Al-Khammash

Arabic department, Faculty of Arts and Humanities
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstact.  This paper attempts to shed some light on the lexical ef-
fects of the conceptual relationships that exist between the bow and
animate beings on the vocabulary of the former. These relationships
seem to be the products of a number of perceptual and emotional fac-
tors that were able to link the bow and arrow image, in the Arab mind,
with that of animate beings. This relation, that left its stamp on the
lexical field of the lexicon of the bow, made that lexicon as part of the
framework of the vocabulary related to humans and animals.

In this paper, we tried to investigate this phenomenon across the
following lexical subficlds of the bow and arrow vocabulary: (1) bow
parts, (2) bow covers, ornaments and robes, (3) outward perceptual
characteristics, (4) imagined bchavioral and emotional characteristics,
(5) sounds.

This investigation was able to show the overwhelming dominance
of the vocabulary of the ficlds of humans and animals across the
above-mentioned lexical fields of bow and arrow. This dominance
could be statistically shown in the following percentages:

1- 84% of the words used for bow parts are borrowed of the body
parts vocabulary.

2- 39% of the words used for bow covers and robes are traced to
that of animal and human lexical fields.

3- 70% of the words expressing outward perceptual characteristics
of the bow are derived of those of animate beings.

4- 82% of the words expressing imagined behavioral and emotion-
al characteristics of the bow go back to lexical fields of human and
various animals.

5- About 85% of the expressions for bow sounds relate to those of
animate beings.

Thesc results show clearly the present of the dominant image of the
living that always urging, consciously or unconsciously, the Arab
mind to speak of the bow and arrow in the lexical framework of the
living being.





