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AL

ABSTRACT

This study has exhaustively identified, in the
intreduction part, the concept of childhéod as a preliminary
to idehtify the term “children literature". The intention
from this is to make use of the conclusions achieved in this
study in the different types of material addressed for
children : written, visual, aural on aural-virual.

This study proceeds then to discuss frames of reference

(chapter 1) necessary for any children writer to be
acquainted with. As regards the historical frame, the
researcher has concluded that the Arabd child, since

R :
Pre-Islamic centuries has been systematically of which are

selected from adult literature 1like : poetry, speeches,
proverbs and sayings. Some literary texts, however, have been
initiated especially for the child like Rhymes and songs. The
researcher has reviewed the literary texts, verbal and
written, which shaped the child's culture, the Holy Qura'an
in particular. This has been supported with direct authentic
evidenceor through inductive reasoning argumentation.

As regards the social - ophilosophical frame of
reference, the researcﬁer has concentrated on the Values as
the best that reflect the philosopﬁy. The researcher has
given an evidence that each of socialistic, capitalistic,

zionistic schools has been concerned in building its
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literature on its own philosophy; despite that some of these
are based on racial discrimination and mallice like zionism.
Then, she suggests a philoscophy for thé Arabs to adopt and to
follow by children writers. |

In the psycho - educational frame of reference, the
researcher has found out tﬁat the most serious factor related
to children literature that characterizes the child in his
developmental stages is "language" since it 1is the most
important aspect in the child's intellectual development. She
then studied theories on language development of children,
the affective domain (anger, fear, jealousy) and playing as a
psychomotor domain activity as well.

;n the "Thgo%y" (Chapter 11), the researcher has raised
four questions forming the basis to construct the theory on.
She defined the concept of “theory" and then developed it
gradually, a step by step, depending on the four questions

(WHO, WHAT, WHY, and HOW). She has determind the qualities

and components of the cultural background of the children
writter. BShe has proposed, as well, resources for children
literature which vary from those built on the cultural
heritage, contemporary local, universal and those acquired by
experience &nd individual creativity. In the WHY part, she
examines the function of art in géneral, reviewing the

theories of <c¢riticism in relation with children literature.
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In the HOW part, she investigated some technical mattess
concerning the cﬁild language in literary arts and
stylistics. Consequently, she suggests to benifit from the
style of the Holy Quraan‘particularly in ‘story - telling and
the short suras, and from the style of folklore and magic.
She has also discussed "imagination" as an important part in
the constructioﬁ cf literary material for children. The theme
of this chapter is the integrated theory concerned with art
as a value and in fhe message of communication adressed to
the child,

In the last chapter, the researcher has made an attempt
to study the works of a poet, Suleiman ~ El -Eissa, to apply
the tﬁeory oni. She has dealt with his cultural components and
then analvsed his poetic texts in Diwan -El-Atfal as regards
content, language, and technical structure she has found out
that the poet, in this poetry book. has not been successful
in making metaphors that suit the children. Moreover, as an
Arab nationalist, he did not suggest means and methods to
materielize nationalism and unity other than that which was
directly addressed and dictated. An exception was his poem

entitled "The friendly Dbee". The researcher has warned,

however, that this judgement on this poetry book should not
be an absolute judgement on the man as a poet,

Suleiman-El-~Eissa has developed alot in his other poetry

books particularly in tone and language.
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The researcher hopes that this study be useful as a
critical reference, which provides help for those who intend
to write for children or to criticize children literature.
This- stud?- has dealt with this issue from a pure critical

point of view, on the " hope that it might be the addition

L2

meant by this thesis.
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