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Dissertation Abstract

Dissertation Title: Nomenclature justification using Almuhkam
by Ibn Sidah (458 H)

This thesis is about naming justification: why a thing has the
name it does. The word free (3,~%) has this name because it’s
branches overlap and the sea (U~3) because of its breadth and it’s
extension. The subject of naming justification is a branch of
etymology. It is a way of derivation linkage between the name and the
named.

There were a special care for this subject by past linguistics in
their explanation and interpretation of lexical items where we can find
a naming justification of names or explanation of their derivation.
This research aims to expand derivation studies with an emphasis on
naming justification to shed light on the arabic ways of naming.
Following the inductive and descriptive approach, this study is based
on the Ibn Sidah dictionary (Almuhkam wa Almuheet a’dham).

This thesis contains three chapters: the first chapter is about the
life of Ibn Sidah with a description of his dictionary (Almuhkam) and
an examination of his approach on naming justification based on his
dictionary. This will highlight the attention Ibn Sidah paid to linguistic
justification in general and of on naming justification in particular.
The second and third chapters will illustrate the justified names in
(Almuhkam) dictionary with more explanation using other general and
special dictionaries.

The research will reveal the diversity of Arabic approaches to
naming, for example, some are called using one of the subject’s
special features, such as its looks, its colour, its function, or its sound,
and other names that were chosen because of the subject’s relations
with others such as proximity, similarity and partiality. The study also
revealsthe functionality of naming in language and shows that naming
is a reflection of the intellectual and social life of the native language
speakers.

The study shows that Arabic is a closed language where words
are related to their meaning because of certain reasons away from
randomness. For this reason, naming justification is one of the
methods to discover the origin of words. Based on this thesis, it is
clear the great value of (Almuhkam) dictionary among other Arabic
dictionaries. It is characterized by its organization, ordering,
inclusiveness and shortcutting.
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