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PREPOSITIONS AND CONJUNCTIONS IN ARABIC AND MALAY:
A CONTRASTIVE STUDY

By
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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to do a crosslinguistic research of ‘prepositions and
conjunctions’ in Arabic and Malay, for the purpose of discovering the differences and
similarities between the two languages, as well as understanding the difficulties
encountered by Malay students in absorbing both phenomena. The research employs
analytical descriptive methodology, in order to describe the use of ‘prepositions and
conjunctions’ in both languages.

What is new and beneficial in this study is that; it is an attempt to portray a clear
and simple picture to the readers about ‘prepositions and conjunctions’ as pertaining
differences and similarities. In addition, this study arrives at some ideas and suggestions
that could help Malay translators deal with those differences by analyzing the translated
texts from Malay into Arabic or vice-versa.

Apparently, the major difficulties faced by Malays in understanding the Arabic
prepositions is due to its multi-meaning. For instance, the Arabic letter ‘al-lam’ (3_ladl 23U
- in Arabic), can be expressed in twenty one meanings, depends on the context of the
sentence. Some of these prepositions can even be replaced by using other prepositions
which bring the same meaning. This phenomenon occurs mostly in the Quranic text that
will lead to misunderstanding of the text among Malays. In contrast, meanings carried out
by prepositions in the Malay language barely exceed a range of one to five meanings. Not
to mention, the same difficulties arise in dealing with Arabic conjunctions because they
are not only used to connect two words, or two sentences, but also have plenty other

usages and meanings.
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