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Abstract:

Adopting a sociolinguistic approach, the present paper is an
attempt to analyze cultural tendencies that highlight certain
linguistic stereotypes which reflect social differences in real life.
Such forms are, like all linguistic systems, not copies of realistic
situations, but reflections of the users’ view of the world.

For this purpose, codes of linguistic address are analyzed in
various contexts in order to show their role in identifying a per-
son’s social status in relation to the norms of address. An attempt
has also been to identify the ability of each society to control
pragmatic norms of stereotypes and forms of address in a given
language, in addition to the supra-pragmatic level that doesn’t
match such norms in language use.

The communicative and pragmatic goals of such stereotypes
are finally analyzed in Classical Arabic discourse and how they
are enacted in Modern Arabic discourse, as illustrated by certain
uses in the Arabian Peninsula and possibly similar uses in other
areas in the modern Arab world. The study also examines the re-
lationship between culture and forms of address, with examples
of some modern Arabic stereotypes.

Keywords: Stereotyping — address norms — person’s status —
linguistic code — context — communication — suprapragmatic —
conceptualization — politeness — sociolects — ethnolects.
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