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Abstract

Head movement (HM) has always posed a problem to the
minimalist program because of its apparent incompatibility
with formal feature Using
categorial features (e.g. [N] and [V]) to motivate HM is a
“coding” of the problem rather than an explanation. In
addition, categorial features create what is called a “traffic
rule” problem in syntactic derivations. It has been recently
suggested, therefore, that HM be part of the phonological
component (Chomsky 2001a; Boeckx and Stjepanovi¢
2001). In this paper, I revisit the morphosyntactic properties
of the negation paradigm in Standard Arabic (SA), where
HM has been typically proposed (Ouhalla 1991, 1993;
Benmamoun 2000), and argue instead for an alternative
analysis whereby certain properties of the negation paradigm
follow from minimalist mechanisms of formal feature
licensing (in particular, the operation Agree), while other
properties follow from morphophonological considerations.

licensing ~ considerations.

Keywords: Head movement- Formal feature- Negation-
Agree- Morphosyntax.
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