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Abstract

Using software tools and statistical methodology of corpus
linguistics, the present study addresses semantic develop-
ment in Arabic. It aims at assessing the possibility of meas-
uring the semantic development of collocations, and explore
the adequate statistical tools needed to examine the devel-
opment process of collocations. It also seeks to understand,
on the basis of corpus linguistics, the contextual implications
of collocations and explore aspects of semantic development.
On the basis of corpora representing language in real life us-
age, it applies analytical methods of natural language pro-
cessing to reach a number of conclusions, namely that seman-
tic development represents the main pillar of a language life
cycle: change, develop or become archaic. It also shows the
importance of software in the framing and interpretation of
computer-based linguistic theories, and that the study of col-
locations is an adequate way to understand the meaning of
words. Among the main recommendations advanced at the
end of this study the need to make the best use of corpus lin-
guistics in studying Arabic on various phonetic, morphologi-
cal, syntactic and semantic levels.

Keywords: semantic development, electronic corpora, col-
locations, corpus linguistics approach, contextual meanings,
statistical factor.
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