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ABSTRACT:

This research article examines indications of semantic
variation in ancient Arabic lexicons and has detected them in
approximately forty-two lexicons. These indications refer to
meaning shift from one semantic field to another. Because
lexicographers have noticed the impact of time in modifying the
connotations of terms to new meanings, they used indications to
refer to the shift or transition of meanings on the basis of their
similarities. The research article looks at compilations of root
connotations according to a logical sequence in one or more
lexicons, as it derives the semantic variations in their textual
sources and analyzes some samples using analytical and descriptive
methods to show the most essential means that aid a researcher to
trace the semantic variation as well as the associations of first-
emerging meanings. The research has revealed forty-seven
variation indications, and concluded that ancient Arabic lexicons
look like historical masterworks and term biographies that
occasionally mention time directly or indirectly, whereas in other
times it lists the semantic sequence without any reference to time.

So this research recommends that any study investigating
semantic variation should classify terminology as original lexical
units and variation lexical units.

It also recommended that these indications should be
categorized as fixed linguistic terms in Arabic semantics, dubbed
‘Semantic Variation Terms' and consigned in a digital bank
supervised by a recognized and authorized scientific body.
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