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Abstract
Grammatical Disputes in Ibn AshShajari’s Amali (Sessions)
Aida Saeed Al oribi
Mu’tah University, 2007

The present study aims to investigate the phenomenon of disputes between
the two Grammatical Schools of Kufa and Basra in Ibn AshShajari’s writings, and to
give greater weight to his views in the disputed issue through the approach of
analytical description of such issues.The findings of the study show the following:
Ibn AshShajari belonged to the School of Basra and he was not of the Baghdadi
School. It was found that those scholars who quoted 1bn AshShajari on a number of
grammatical issues did not explicitly cite his name in their writings. Among them
were Ibn Ya’ish in his book “Al-Mufassal”’, Redhiyi iddin Al-Astrabadi in his
explanation of Ibn Al-Hajib’s Al-Kafiyah wal Wafiyah, and Ibn Husham Al-Ansari
in his book “Mughni Al-Labib”. Anyone who reads this book will find that Ibn
AshShajari’s Amali was a major source on which Ibn Husham Al-Ansari relied
heavily. It can be noted that Ibn Husham Al-Ansari was interested only in pointing
out Ibn AshShajari’s faults and errors although he quoted fro Ibn AshShajari many
grammatical issues and examples. Ibn AshShajari cited more than forty readings in
his Amali whereas the Basra Grammarians excluded the citing of readings in their
approach except when there was poetry to support them, or standard Arabic speech
that enhanced them or analogy to sustain them. Unlike Basra School Grammarians,
Ibn AshShajari adopted the anomalous readings. He also used the Traditions
(Hadith) as grammatical evidence despite the fact that most grammarians did not use
them. He cited as evidence poetry from the era post the second Hijri century era
such as Al-Mutanabbi’s, who was one of the poets from other regions and his poetry
was not used as grammatical evidence. 1bn AshShajari mentioned Al-Mutanabbi in
more than eighty instances; hence Ibn AshShajari was counted as one of the
explainers of Al-Mutanabbi’s poetry. Ibn AshShajari showed interest in 1bn Makki’s
faults though he quoted extensively from Ibn Mekki. Furthermore, 1bn AshShajari’s
attention was not restricted to traditional grammar only, but he paid special attention
to the orientation of grammatical parsing and attempted to govern it by meaning and
vice versa He also attempted to identify meaning with grammatical parsing. Ibn
AshShajari was among the first grammarians who mentioned all types of deletion in
their books. He paid special attention to deletions in the Wholly Qur’an and he
dedicated more than 300 pages for these issues. It is worth mentioning that the
terminology of the Kufa School of Grammar was not exclusively used by the
followers of this school, but it was used by some grammarians from Basra School.
The same can be true about the terminology of the Basra School. Despite the strong
inclination towards Basra School that was evident in Ibn AshShajari,s grammatical
views, he agreed with the Kufa School on thirteen issues whereas he agreed with the
Basra grammarians on thirty two issues. He stood out as a distinguished grammarian
among other grammarians on twenty grammatical issues.
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