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Reference in Amal Dunqul's Poetry: A Textlinguistic Approach
BY

Mohamed Saleh Al-Ahmed
Synopsis

This study explores 'reference’ in the complete poetic works of Amal Dunqul (six collections)
from a textlinguistic (textual/rhetorical) perspective. The rhetoric of text is concerned with the
aesthetic and semantic roles of reference that are related to the creator’s psychological and societal
conditions and the contexts of the text under analysis. This study aims at identifying the concept
of 'reference' in the rhetorical heritage as well as in contemporary studies, tracing the types of
reference and its tools in Amal Dunqul's poetry, revealing the rhetorical functions of reference in
his poetic works, and demonstrating the influence of his psychological status on the structures of
reference in his poetry. For fulfilling these objectives, the study follows the modern approach of
text linguistics that is concerned with text as a major linguistic unit in the study and analysis of
texts. It monitors textual phenomena, including reference, that render the text as structurally and
semantically coherent in a communicative context. Furthermore, such approach embodies the
communicative role of language through the comprehensive and integrated view of the text.

In view of the stated objectives and approach, this study is divided into an introduction, three
chapters, and a conclusion. The introduction explores the concept of 'reference' in the Arab heritage
as well as in modern and contemporary studies. Also, it offers a synopsis on Amal Dunqul and his
six collections of poetry: Magtal al-Qamar (Murdering of the Moon), al-Buka’ Baina Yadai
Zarqa’ al-Yamamah (Crying in Front of Zarqa’ al-Yamamah), Ta lig ‘ala ma Hadat (Comments
on What has Happened), al- ‘ahd al-"aty (The Coming Testament), ‘qwal Gadidah ‘an Harb al-
Basiis (New Documents about the Bassous War), ‘awrag al-Gurfah 8 (Papers of Room 8), in
addition to seven separate poems attached to the copy of the Complete Works issued by the
Madbouly Library in 1987 AD.

Chapter One explores the manifestations of reference in Amal Dunqul's poetry through monitoring
its elements. This chapter is divided into three sections: Section (1) deals with pronominal
reference; Section (2) deals with demonstrative reference; Section (3) deals with reference based
on relative pronouns.

Chapter Two investigates the types of reference in Amal Dunqul's poetry. It is divided into two
sections: Section (1) deals with exophoric (situational) reference and Endophoric reference
(textual), including both anaphoric and cataphoric references.

Chapter Three explores the functions of reference in Amal Dunqul's poetry. It is divided into three
sections: Section (1) deals with the linguistic function; Section (2) deals with the pragmatic

function; and Section (3) the rhetorical and aesthetic functions.

The conclusion states all the study findings and offers recommendations for further research.
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