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ABSTRACT

Ethics in Arabic Literary Criticisim From the Third to the
Sixth Higra Century

by:
Ghassan Ismael Abdel Khalek Al - Fatafta

Supervisor: Professor Nasrat Abdel Rahman

This study aims at exploring the relationship between religious and
philosophical ethics, on one hand, and the literary criticism of arabs, on
the other hand, in the period that stretches from the 3rd century A.H.
until the 6th centruy A.H. the researcher has noticed that Arabs in the
pre- Islamic era used to observe many moral ideals. Islam emphasized as
well as promoted some of these ideals, eliminating at the same time, those
that stand in contradiction with virtue and good manners. The fact that
the Holy Koran and Hadith have explicitly called for good manners
explains the reason why muslim jurisprudents, adopting those two sources
as a reference point, came up with numerous writings that addressed good
manners. They also explained how one can adopt these manners and
avoid bad ones.

Although jurisprudents based their reservations regarding some poetic
themes on some Koranic verses and Hadith instructions, most arab critics
_ as this study shows, interpreted these verses and instructions in view of

the prevailing circumstances as well as textual implications, thus stressing
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the crucial social role which the Prophet Muhammed gives to poetry.
“The- researcher has tioticed that the translation movement which the
Abbassid era witnessed and played an important role in transmitting
Greek philosophy. in the wake of this movement, Muslim philosophers
resorted to aristotle with regard to various philosophical issues, except
for those related to ethics and the function of poetry both of these were
addressed by muslim philosphers in a platonic - like approach due to the
similarity between islam and platonism . Although this platonic influence
promoted the moral course deeply rooted in the arab culture , it remained
of minor effect compared to that of Islam.

The reservation which jurisprudents showed towards some poetry
themes, such as erotic poetry , satire and wine description, is but the
result of islamic instructions not being firmly followd due to the
decreasing effect of the early - Islamic era and due to the increasing role
of buffoonery and idle talk. Such situations endangered the moral unity of
islamic society, which stood in danger of disintegration. Yet, those
jurisprudents were more flexible in social affairs than they were on
religious issues. They, in fact, were by no means tolerant regarding
matters pertaining to the latter aspect. Critics were also strict in this
respect. Though some of them expressed an attitude that appreciated
aesthetic value, they stood against any exaggeration that might
compromise the image of Almighty Allah.

The study consists of an introduction , two main parts and a conclusion.
The researcher, in the introduction to his study , displays the rationale,
the objectives and the approach of the thesis. He also touches upon the

obstacles he faced. both chapters of the first part are meant to explore the
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intellectual roots of ethical criticism. The first chapter addresses religious
©-brigins,'whereas the second discussés philosophical origins.

The second part is devoted to a study of the relationship between ethics
and literary criticism. This part falls into three chapters, the first of
which highlights the moral questions in literary criticism. As for the
other two chapters, they address the ethical function of literature, and
applied criticism in the light of morals respectively.

The conclusion cites the most significant findings at which the researcher

has arnved .
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