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ABSTRACT

This study purports to investigate a set of linguistic approaches to Arabic
‘syntax which have been used by modern Arab linguists, viz, the traditional ,
descriptive, the transformational - generative T.G. , the functionai and the
comparative, historical approaches.

Though documentary in exposition and treatment, the study tended, as it
stands, to be a critique of the recorded views of the various linguistic approaches,
and subsequently attempted to posit solutions to some linguistic issues which long
have been under discussion by modern Arabic linguists. Following is a concise
account of the researcher’s findings within this framework :

Modern Arab grammarians seem to have exaggerated the issue of Arabic
syntax simplification which the present writer proposes three mechanisms to its
resolution :

1 - The need for an executive authority to enact the relevant decisions in this
regard .

2 ¢ The availability of qualified specialists and trained teachers in Arabic
linguistics - both classical and modern .

3 - Teaching / learning of Arabic syntax in contexts of situation , according to
a concerted and specific plan, and without deviation from the established
linguistic norms .

To be sure, the researcher noted that much of what modern Arabic linguists
have embraced regarding the denial of the theory of cause and government was
echoing some early linguists , and that contemporary grammarians
overgeneralized the statements of those grammariéns .

The researcher asserts that Ibn Madaa - an earlier linguist - for example,
did not reject the utility of the cause and government theory aitogether, but
denied excessive reliance on it .

On the other hand, the researcher pointed out several syntactic features
which have been highlighted by the comparative, historical approach and
concluded that such features cannot by themselves comprise an integral and
comprehensive descriptive system of the Arabic language .

With regard to the descriptive approach, the present researcher identified
two parameters : a broad parameter embracing all the aspects that are normally
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covered by descriptive linguistics, and a restricted one relating to Bloomfieldian
linguistics only . In this direction, the descriptive approach in the light of the
immediate constituents Analysis theory has been demonstrated to have the ability
to account for the occurrence of the Resumptive Sentence, the Parenthetical
. Sentence, and the Nuetral Sentence (which has no declensional function) as may
be implied by the restrictive definition of the sentence in terms of utility and
independence .

As for the T.G. approach, the researcher pointed out the importance of
applying Chomsky's ' Government and Binding' theory to Arabic syntactic
analysis. This theory supports the utility of the principle of government in Arabic
syntax analysis and the principles of gjually Juasyl in discourse analysis . Besides,
the T.G. approach strived to draw a semantic features taxonomy ; such features
which are implicitly and intuitively understood hy the native speaker and not
necessarily by explicit explanation and formalization .

The researcher, furthermore, noted that perhaps except for Al-Fihri, Arahic
linguists who adopted this approach had failed to implement it effectively into
Arabic syntax analysis .

Moreover, the T.G. approach drew heavily upon deep, hvpothetlcal
constructs which are not reliable for the analysis of Arabic syntax .

With respect to the functional Approach, the researcher delineated the fact
that the notion of functionalism has always heen at the basis of any modern
language lesson , and that it had been rooted in Pike's and Firth's descriptive
linguistics. Besides, while T.G. functional terminology stresses the functional
aspect in the analytical process, particularly by. Simon Dik and Ahmed
Al-Mutawakkil, the functionalist consider the function a source, not a derivative .
Moreover, most functional linguists combine syntax and rhetoric, as both
disciplines draw upon semantics in interpreting discourse . Thus, they offer
a plausible explanation of the verbal sentence in Arabic. Deviating from the

traditional analysis, namely that a verbal sentence is one containing a verb withr

an agent preceding or following it, functionalists consider the pre - verb agent as
subject. They thus give it an external function, and consequently the verb
becomes the head of the sentence which then would comprise the verb and an
implicit pronoun agent following it , as in a6 s (Zeid stood up} . It appears
that the functional and descriptive approaches meet in certain respects, on the

grounds that they both reject transformation, implicit function or deep construct.

Thus , functionalism, as represented by Al-Mutawakkil, fits Arabic syntax
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analysis . The differences are restricted to terminology, not implications .

In addition to the aforementioned observations which stem from each
phrticular approach, the researcher presents hereafter the following general
observation :

- There is a considerable amount of commonality between descriptivism

T.G and functionalism in that each linguistic approach stresses meaning
in some particular perspective despite the apparent difference among
them .

- Contemporary Arabic linguists have introduced into Arabic syntax exotic
notions which do not match its nature, based on evidence that does not
exist in classical Arabic, but does support the newly adopted principles
and conceptions .

- The novel analytical approaches need not necessarily cancel the established

older ones ; rather they should contribute to their development in many -

Wways.

- Since 1957 T- G linguistics has embodied two channels to language study :
theoretical and empirical .

Following is an outline of some recommendations which the researcher
believes would constitute what contemporary Arabic linguists should consider in
their future linguistic pursuit and investigation :

First, both traditional and modern Arabic linguistic approaches should be
viewed as complementary. This entails that we cannot ignore the good and
effective aspects of the old nor the modern analytical methodologies .

Secondly, it is possible to tackle Arabic syntax with modern analytical tools
provided that this is to be done by experienced specualists and within the
framework of a concerted theory of langue .

- Arabic syntax should be addressed through language universals, so that we
can avoid imposing exotic terminology and methodology on Arabic as,
obviously, the logic of each language is unique it seems rather impractical
and often not reproductive to apply the very same logic, means and
standards to all languages indiscriminately .

- Tt seems to be indispensable in this regard that all Arabic writers should
use a unified and simple code of terminology throughout the Arab
countries, so that their writings can be understood by all specialists in the
Arab World .
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