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Abstract

Problems of Al- Gathami's Cultural Criticism

And its Interactions

This thesis is based on the study of cultural criticism, which Al-Ghathami adopted as an alternative
to literary criticism. It examines the problem that accompanies the Al-Gathami project. The research
has reached types of problems: theoretical, and practical problems, about which the first chapter
revolved. then Epistemological problems, in the second chapter. Then there are stylistic problems,
which were included in the last third chapter.

The thesis is divided into an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion. The introduction
includes a brief epistemological history of postmodernism in general, and of cultural criticism in
particular. As for the three chapters, they are divided into multiple axes, all related to the previous
four problems

This research attempts to shed light on an important aspect of Al-Ghathami's critical discourse, in
some theoretical problems in his practice about cultural criticism, in order to know the features that
characterize his cultural criticism. These problems lie in the relentless attempt to destroy the
aesthetic critical legacy, peremptory and generalization in making judgments, and what is based on
that from the issuance of value judgments on Arab culture, then the abolition of the infrastructure
and its role in the production of this culture, and finally the change that occurred in its critical
language, So it became a priesthood. The research seeks to know the role of these problematic
features in creating the difference and contrast between Al-Ghathami's literary criticism and his
cultural criticism.

This research studies the analytical mechanisms in Al-Ghathami's critical discourse to reveal the
problems that accompanied with these mechanisms in his cultural criticism practice. These problems
lie in Al-Ghathami's attempt to isolate the text from its context, then isolate the reader from the
context of the studied text. As well as in some of the projections that are inserted into texts, then in
the unfair selection mechanism to transform what is private and limited into a general phenomenon,
and in relying on interpretations that serve the critic's goals More than it's adhesion to the text.

This study attempts to research the cultural criticism that Al-Ghathami brought to Arab critical
theory, is it an independent critical field or a method of literary criticism? And that is by looking at
the knowledge foundations of this new criticism, Is it valid to call for an alternative to literary
criticism by examining three main axes of his thesis: Which is why Al-Ghathami chose this
criticism, then what is this criticism, In addition to the research on the controversy of the precedence
of Al-Ghathami in the practice of this kind of criticism on the Arab field and he is the first in



adopting and declaring it a new knowledge field, based on the methodological distinction between
precedence and the first. All this in order to reveal the epistemological anchors on which the Al-
Ghathami product is based.

In the third chapter with regard to the stylistic structure, the research proceeded to read Al-
Gathami’s product in its entirety and examined it in a manner that seemed to him to be careful and
profound, tracing all its details according to what he could, and it was almost of a statistical nature,
not only for ideas and visions, but also to investigate. His expressions, letters, words and structures,
in order to be able to show the nature of his style and approach and the extent of its impact on the
effectiveness of this discourse and its movement.
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