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Abstract:

The present paper is concerned with the semantic change
in the lexicon which is most importantly accused of chaos
and abnormality. Regarding lexicon abnormality, meanings
change and are transformed as a result of different social
and communication requirements. Accordingly, dealing with
such meanings is somehow “fruitless”. However, today’s lexi-
cal research has demonstrated the regularity of the semantic
component by following the mechanisms of meaning forma-
tion and its transformations. Modern cognitive semantic ap-
proaches have supported such lexical perception by focusing
on the structural property of meaning and its conceptual hi-
erarchy (Lakoff and Johnson 1987, Fauconnier 1997, Langacker
2008..). This paper is an attempt to track the regularity of
meaning in the Arabic lexicon through the verb “to burn”. An
attempt has been made to reveal the mechanisms of change
regarding the different meanings of this verb in terms of
metaphor and metonymy, with special focus on the dynam-
ics of “the schema network” of the verb, and on the principle
of “mopping”, a central cognitive principle that has not been
dealt with in modern cognitive research.

Key words: semantic change- metaphor- metonymy- sche-
ma network- mapping- mopping
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