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The Artistic Structure in the Short Stories of Fayez
Mahmoud
Lafi Rfai M. Al. Bgoum.
Supervised by
Dr. Shukri Aziz Al- Madi

At Al Mafraq, about \ «kilometres to the northeast of Amman, Fayez

Mahmoud was born in\Aa ¢V, under the harsh circumstances of war,

poverty and suffering, the young Fayez struggled for both cultural

and physical survival he managed to obtain his secondary.

Education, but had to earn his living, thus he was unable to pursue
higher education. His profound love for reading led him to absorb
countless numbers of books ranging from philosophy, literature, to

varying areas of science and economics.

In the early sixties, he became a regular contributor to the Jordan

magazine, the family, while working in Kuwait at the literary men’s

association. in A1V, he returned home and worked at the public
relations office in Amman municipality. in Y4Y+ he became an
employee in the ministry of culture an information until \AV¢. for

seven years, he worked abroad until he returned in \AA\ and began

his literary and philosophical production at a rapid pace, benefiting

from his travels, his wide reading his suffering and his wide-range

experiences.In YAAA he was appointed managing editor of “Afkar

Magazine” published by the ministry of culture, and from Y44 . till



AR R
Y44Y he has been the managing editor of El-Jeel magazine.

Which is also published by the same ministry.

Fayez Mahmoud is a member of Jordan writers association, and

actively participates in its activities. from time to time.

He produces programmers for Radio Jordan, and has been a regular
contributor to many Jordanian and Arab literary journals and
magazines from the early sixties until the present day. His first

published collection of short stories.
Traversing in Vain, appeared in \AVY which is a research in

existence. His first published novel. The imbecile, appeared in

Y4aV4. But in the last ten years. He published more than ten works

of literature and philosophy of which cain.

Cain, a collection of short stories by Fayez Mahmoud with an

introduction by Dr. Khalil El-Sheikh, Published by the ministry of

culture 43\, The collection contains ten short stories focusing in

man as a social organism an ontological phenomenon on a victim
and victim and victimizer. in short the collection deals with the
human race an oppressive and oppressed creature. By choosing
Cain as the title for the collection and placing the story which bears
this name as the first one in it, he attempts to set the readers on the
right track a scrutiny and an assessment of the first criminal act in
the history of mankind and an authentic analysis of the first human
victim and victimisers human race. The collection however, poses a
number of interrogations that demand profound thought and
meditation; among these question are: is man free in his choice, or

is he a predestined creature? Are conflict and contradiction innate
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qualities in man? Is the act of talking a human life, be it one’s

own or someone else’s life, a crime or a necessity? Such questions
are posed, and the stories, attempt to suggest answers, in some
cases, they succeed, while in other the enigma remains, and one is

thrown into the vicious circles of uncertainty.

In the most of the stories, the them of life and death recurs, in the
story.(home and Abroad),(from the flood to the Guts of the
leviathan),a pessimistic picture of the human destiny confronts us

,that ,profound symbolic implication.

Man is an inmate and the world is his prison, this is a recurrent
theme in Fayez.Mahmoud’s stories, freedom of choice of action are
mere whims and illusions entertained by men, the only unshakeable
truth is god who predetermines man’s actions and predestines his
fate what is left for man is a limited space to move. And revalue

around himself, only to return ultimately to his cell.

All the stories in the collection present the struggle against
,and the ultimate submission to death :it is a cry of protest bordering
on defiance ,the simultaneously ,a resignation and acceptance of

destiny



