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Pause with Metathesis Or Sonoroty Scale?

HaMZa QUBLAN AL-MOZAINY
Professor, Arabic Depariment, King Saud University
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT,  Acconding w Siawmhi (Al-Kialy, Vel. 4. pp. 173-180), when a
wim] has 3 pausal form thas erminakes: o & séquencs of wo consonarts, the
ca-vowel, in some OId Arabic dialecs, meiathesizes with the final oon-
tinanl The word [hakr+u], which iz nominaive, thersfore, hecomes [bakur;
i pémlive it beoomes [bakir]. The pausal form of the accusalive, however,
ends with a loag kow vowel, when it is ondefingd, or with no vowel when it is
defined, that is: [bakr+aa] und [aibakr].

In thiz paper, | will try 1o show thal the metnibesis explanalion is unicnatic.
L will propase. ingread, an altermaive thas dislinguishes between consonmls ne-
contimg to the valwe they have in the Sonocoty Scale.

"This phesomenon, il scems to me, can be cxplained by suggesting thar this
vowel is pd e metathesized case-vowel, bul rauher, 15 an epeathesis vowel
that is inseried between the o consonants when the firs is less sonorant than
the sexoml. I & clewr from che examples thal were cited by sibawaihi that (b
secord consonant is one of the lollowing consonants: (L T, n}or (w, y) and Lhe
gdtal stop, whike the Arst consonnnt & s Obstnaeenl.
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