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Abstract
“Filler Words in Arabic Conversation: Are Not
Meaningless as They Seem”
Traditional linguistic studies have not paid much
attention to the so-called filler words which are
viewed as meaningless, with no essential function or
a pragmatic effect in communication. Several recent
studies, however, have focused on such phenomena,
attempting to explore their function. The present
study discusses this issue in Arabic conversation,
and presents positive purposes for using filler words,
such as using them for politeness reasons in
disfavoured answers, or keeping the conversation
flowing to avoid awkward silence gaps. A
Conversation analysis approach is used in this study,
which focuses on examining everything in real
recorded conversations, including small actions that
may be overlooked in other analytical approaches,
but are believed, in this approach, to actually have a
significant impact on the conversation itself, as they
occur within a constant system that can be observed.
Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Conversation
Analysis, Filler Words, Politeness, Silence.
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