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The Pre-Sibawayh Arabic in the Prose of Abu Mikhnaf Al-
Azdi of Kufa (000-157 A.H./000-774 A.D.): a Perusal in the
Views of Wolfdietrich Fischer, the German Orientalist

Abstract:

The idea of the research is summed up in discussing the opinions of the
German orientalist Wolfdietrich Fischer who raised a number of issues,
namely, the issue of the obsolescence of Arabic language studies and the
fact that the Arab had been studied as a scientific discipline. In addition,
this article addresses the issue of the seniority and precedence of Al-Kufa
school to Al-Basra school in linguistic studies. According to the perusal
of Fischer’s writings, it emerges that the issue of Pidginized Arabic was
first dealt with by grammarians of the time. In all his former opinions
Fischer relied heavily on a text written by Abu Mekhnaf Al Azdi which
Al- Tabari had cited in his history (History of Prophets and Kings) in
which the latter compared the former’s prose with the language of his
contemporaneous author Ibn Isaac, eventually concluding that Abu
Mekhnaf Al Azdi had acquired formal schooling in the city of Kufa. This
article academically examined these issues in an in-depth discussion of
the fundamentals of prose and criticism of the time, then moved to an
elaborate perusal into a text devised by Abu Mekhnaf Al Azdi. The
perusal has dealt with this text using stylistic analysis. It further compared
Abu Mekhnaf Al Azdi’s usages from a grammatical, lexical and syntactic
view and the theories of later grammarians. The article critically
discussed what he agreed with them on and what he agreed specially with
the Kufa scholars as well as other areas of disagreement. The research
concluded with interesting results which the author hopes would add to

the disciplines of knowledge in a valuable way.
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