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Abstract

Arabic Grammar: Towards a New Description Required In
Teaching Arabic for Speakers of Other Languages

By
Omar Yousef Okasha Hasan

Supervisor
Prof. Dr. Nihad Almousa

This study aims at presenting aspects of Arabic Grammar to non-
native Arabic learners. The objective is to develop a linguistic concéption
by which Arabic Grammar for Arabic learners of non-native speakers is
distinguishable from that presented to Arabic learners of native speakers.
The study takes off from the idea that the currently available grammar
which was handed to us pertains only to the educated category of native
Arabic learners, characterized by features which are in line with the errors
which are common to this category. Based on this, it can be presumed
that the current available grammar is not adequate for the purposes of
teaching Arabic for non-native speakers. The inadequacy stems from two
reasons: This grammar is presented by linguistic means which do not suit
the non-native speakers, and the other reason is that it does not “cater for”
the linguistic needs of the non-native Arabic learners. Consequently,
“Joint Grammar” concept for both categortes is possible; this concept of
joint or shared grammar satisfies the linguistic needs of both categories.
But this characteristic does not mean that presentation techniques for both
are the same. Another concept of “Absent Grammar” or taken- for- grated

grammar was developed. This can be defined by the writer as follows:
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It 1s the kind of grammar which is “built in” into the rules and
structures of the language, and is extremely needed by non-native Arabic

learners, but the Arabic grammarians did not pay much attention to it

because native speakers achieve it by acquisition.
Based on this, this study asserts that the kind of grammar to be
taught to non-native Arabic learners should have both the “Shared

Grammar” and the “Absent Grammar’.

The researcher also presents a linguistic case study for structurally

compounded phenomena and sentence patterns, some of which belong to

the Shared Grammar while the others to the Absent Grammar. The
linguistic needs and the actual errors commuitted by the Arabic learners of

non native speakers are both in the mind when analyses were undertaken.

To put the idea of Joint or Shared Grammar into practice, the
researcher choses four linguistic issues considered to be the most
problematic ones. Hence, the study discusses the concept of shifting the
grammatical function from a smgle word concept to the linguistic
compounds. In addition, the study touched on the numerical compounds,
supplementing compounds and the Arabic verbs which are called “k na

and its sisters”.

In an attempt to materialize the Absent Grammar, the study
addressed a new. issue relating to the position of the demonstrative noun
when 1t i1s post-positioned in relation to the referent. The study also
touched on the linguistic phenomenon of “Verbs Plus Particles” structure.
The study calls for introduction of a new chapter in Arabic Grammar

which pertains to “logical connection” functions and tools.
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