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Abstract

A second language is usually acquired through learning.

In the teaching of languages it has been established that
grammar is the foundation for second language acquisi-
tion. There are, however, different views regarding the
acquisition of grammar. Memorizing grammar rules has
been traditionally the method for learning a language,
while modern methodologies abide by different theories,
often hesitating between explicit or implicit grammar.

This paper first exposes the major features of tradi-
tional didactic grammar. Then it focuses on modern and
contemporary experiments, especially those related to
the cognitive principles in the teaching of grammar, both
natural and formal. It will be shown that cognition ben-
efited from what has proven to be efficient in former
theories. This was made possible thanks to what cognition
achieved, that is, widening the scope of linguistic study so
as to allow it to encompass the mind as well as the visible,
in addition to linguistic systems. It will be argued that the
major objective that guides the teaching of grammar is to
help learners acquire the competence to formulate their
intentions and use them to communicate.

Key terms: cognition. Linguistics. Grammar. Grammar
teaching. Language aquisition. The natural. The formal.
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