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The present study is generally aimed at studying and evaluating
literature and criticism-related perspectives of the Universal League of
Islamic literature.

The league under consideration is perceived as one of the latest
literature leagues in the history of Arabic literature. It has been
mmaugurated since 1984. Its headquarter had primarily been situated in
India in a city called Luhknaw till 1999 when its first late president, Abu
AL — Hassan AL- Nadwi, died. After the election of the present president,
Abdul Qados Abu Saleh, the headquarter was swapped to the city of
Ryiadh in Saudi Arabia.

The league has promoted so many distinguished, literature and
criticism-related perspectives since it was firstly established in 1984,
storming a lot of newly rising questions need to be tackled and calling for
“Islamic literature” and “Islamic criticism”.

The importance of the present study stems from the fact that it is
concerned with a universal league which is world-wide recognised,
scoring the highest rate of membership throughout the history of literature

leagues. Thus, [ estimate that it is a huge duty that the present study have
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shouldered, coming to review a large number of perspectives and search
huge data.

In an attempt to achicve purposes such as these, the study paid
cfforts to identily literature and criticism related perspectives of the
league, inducing writings of the leagues’ members and studying them
thoroughly from a literary perspective. Undoubtedly, searching the
league’s performances in literature and criticism is heavily drawn on its
goals and the reasons underlying it establishment. |

The study is presented in three main chapters. Chapter One
promotes a gencral background about the league, focusing on its
establishment, goals, activities and conditions of membership. Chapter
Two, on the other hand, explores league’s literature-related perspectives
which call for introducing Islamic theory in literature, discussing, Islamic
literature as a newly introduced termm and studying a number of literary
models tailored by some members of the league which embody a term
such as this. Finally, Chapter Three comes to focus on criticism-related
perspectives of the league, starting with recent criticisim-related issues. It
also explores the way the league perceives the newly adopted criticism
approaches from Europe. A considerable portion of Chapter Three is also
specified to throw light on the league’s primary attempts in establishing
an Islamic oriented criticism approach.

Data are collected from different resources in an attempt to cover
all the perspectives of criticism and literature the study is intercsted in.
Having this in mind, the study explores perspectives of old criticism
beginning with Plato and Aristotle, viewpoints of early Arab criticizers
and point of views of the recent Arab criticizers including some of the
league’s members. In addition to this, the study surveyed a group of
documented autographs besides some literature which has already been
published.



YYA

After processing and examining the resources of data outlined

above, the study has come out with the following findings:

First, the league has come into existence in the Jast two decades as a

Second

Third,

Fourth

Fifth, -

result of political, social and cultural obligations.

, the league has pcrl'ormcd various activitics such as publishing
magavines and books and holding conterences. llowever, the
Ieagué’s primary aims fulfillment has been contined to its
members, headquarter and regional offices. Moreover, although
the league has embraced Islamic topics in its literary works, it
seems that it failed to fulfill it purposes relating criticism and
literary theory.

the league does not have its own Islamic theory of literature, as it
has been planned. The league has not promoted an Islamic
concept for the theory of criticism. [t does not either introduce
creative models in literature reaching the standard of theory which
has been called for from an artistic perspective. On the contrary,
scripts produced by members of the league were direct preaching
without putting ltoo much weight on their forms. The main
concern of the writers appears to be the content rather than the
form.

. the league rejects adopting criticism approaches borrowed from
Europe as they are perceived as exemplars of corruption of ethics,
sense and literature although the vast majority of the league’s
members criticise literature drawing on the borrowed approaches
under consideration.

T'he league has it own Islamicly coined position, regarding the
recent criticism issues, which is heavily drawn on the way it

perceives literature.

Sixth, the league has unsuccessfully attempted to lay foundations for on

Islamic criticism approach without having the necessary elements

for such an approach.



