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ABSTRACT

The topic of the present thesis is "'Pair' poems
( Qasidas ) in arabic poetry from the pre-islamic period to

end of the Omayyad period "

' Fair' poems are those poems whose composers did
Justice to their foes as well as to their poeple by being
Just and honest in relating the hardship both parties end -
ured in the battlefield , and in depecting their conditions
in times of sheer amity . Perhaps the reason that made the
arabs designate these poems as such was the fact that these
poems were fashioned - in two equal halves between the poet
and his foe , and were often composed when neither party

had proved victor on the battle ground

I have selected this particular topic because of
its great importance and significance in the ancient Arabic
tradition . This topic exhibits that commendable ethical

aspect of chivalry poetry . This aspect constitutes a path
trodden by few poets who did not devote themselves or restrict

their poetry Within-the confines of mere panegyric and invec-

tives , but those poets were unprejudiced choosing the path

of honesty , fairness; and impartiality . For there are few
'fair' poems in arabic poetry and their great merit is not

in their number ,but in the excellence of thelir substance.
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These poems stand out for the distinctive moral effort exerted
by the chivalric poet in the battlefield whilst his people seve-
rely wounded in combat and an easy prey for predators and Vult-
ures . Nevertheless , that never forgot while extolling his

own people's bravery in war , to concede his adversary's daring

toldness and bravery likewise .

The present study seeks to trace the above poems in
the Arablc poetry from the pre-islamic period to the end of the
Omayyad period , and to probe this phencmenon , and find out its

effectes on arabic literature

I have divided the present thesis into four chapters.
The first of which tracas the history of these poems and their

development in arabic poetry

In the second chapter I have eXamined the objective
and aesthetic bases of these poems, this chapter has been done
as follows : PFirst , I have eXamined the objective bases on
which poems were founded and the occasions on which they were
composed , relating these poems to 1ife in general . Second ,
I have dedicated myselZ to a discussion of these poems from an
agesthetic point of view , and the aesthetic features ¢f the

pocems have alsoc been dealt with

In the third chapter I have expounded on the life
history of threemajor poets who composed'fair' poems, and I

have considered their (i.e. the poets) statuses among their

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



contemporaries , I have also shed light on the poetic status
of these prems zmorg the rest of their poetry . These poets
are the pre-islamic Al~ Mufaddal Annokri , A1 - Abbas Ibn
Mirdas Assoulemi who Survived the pre-Islamic and Islamic

periods , and the omayyad Ka'ab Ibn Ma'adan Al:- Ashkari

Since ' fair' ( Al MUNSIFAT ) poems and ! provoca-
tive ' ( AL MOUATHIBAT ) poems (i.e. poems wich arouse feelings
of enmity and war ) are two distinct lines in war postry, they
are compared and contrastted in the fourth chapter as follows:
First , I have discussed the liﬁguistic meaning of ' provoca -
tion ' ( Attawthib ) . Second , I have offered a brief disc -
cussion of the origins and development of the latter poems,
and their literary meaning . I also draw on poetic models for
most famous Arab poetesses explicating and analysing these
models . Then I have compared these two directions in poetry
in terms of time and effect on war ., Third , I have discussed
the objective bases of ' provocative ' poems, Finally , the

aesthetic characteristics of ' provocative 'poems are examined,
P P
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