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Abstract

The present paper is an attempt at explaining cognitive semantics,
which is a component of cognitive linguistics, a new trend in linguistics
that focuses on the conceptual aspects in linguistic analysis. It brings
together a numbers of different fields, e.g. psycholinguistics, the

philosophy of mind, artificial intelligence, cognitive psychology, etc.

Cognitive semanticists have provided evidence of the rhetorical
devices being part of the conceptual devices that we use in different
aspects of our life, especially in trying to make sense of the word around

us.

Meaning construction and meaning construction devices and
strategies are in the heart of cognitive semantics. In making sense of the
world around them, human being take recourse to their 'encyclopedic
knowledge' and utilize whatever means that help in getting messages in

their heads across.

The paper has tried to expose the reader to some of the major
principles and concepts of cognitive semantics, together with some of

their applications to different texts.



