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Abstract

All praise be to Allah, and blessings and peace be upon his faithful

Messenger and his family and companions as a whole.
This study is entitled “John Firth: His linguistic efforts and his views in the light of
modern linguistics, an analytical descriptive study,” in which the researcher
examined the English school and its pioneer John R. Firth in the field of linguistics.
The study introduces them then addresses the most important linguistic achievements
made by this scientist in two main fields of linguistics; the phonetic field, and the
semantic field.

This study is divided into an introduction, two chapters and a conclusion. The
introduction discusses the emergence of modern linguistics, the importance of this
science, and the most prominent modern linguistic schools, then the importance of
the study, the reason for selecting the topic, the research methodology, previous
studies, objectives of the study, research plan, and the most important difficulties
faced by the researcher.

The introductory chapter included two main topics: The first topic is about
the English school, in terms of its inception, its most famous scientists and its most
important features. The second topic is a biography of John Firth, his life, study,
linguistic culture, his professors, his most important works and linguistic activities.

The first chapter illustrates John Firth's theory of phonemes and its impact on
the modern linguistics. This chapter is divided into four topics; the first topic is about
phonemes: their emergence, concept and development. The second topic was about
the segmental and suprasegmental phonemes, the third topic was about theories of
phonemes, and the fourth topic was about John Firth's position from the phoneme.

The second chapter explains Firth's efforts in semantics. It was divided into
two topics; the first topic was about the context theory of John Firth, which was
discussed in details because it is associated to Firth's name. The second topic was
about the linguistic collocations of John Firth.

The study concludes with the findings of the study, the most important of
which is clarifying the approach of the English school, the effect of this approach on
John Firth's linguistic ideas and products. The study ends with the most important

sources and references of the study.
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