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Abstract:

This paper explores the Arabic sentence in terms of its syntac-
tic and information structure and the impact of the second on the
first. It examines the concepts and principles on which sentence
structure depends according to Ancient Arab Grammarians and
modern linguists. The Ancient Grammarians consider the Arabic
sentence structure as a “predicative construct”, while modern
Arab linguists look into its “basic structure”. Western linguists,
however, deal with the Arabic sentence structure in view of its “ba-
sic order”. Such analyses will be discussed and some observations
will be added to enrich the controversy. “Information Structure
theory”, as suggested by Chafe (1976) among others, will then be
introduced. It considers the sentence as mainly divided into: ‘topic’
which entails known information, and ‘focus’ involving unknown
information. Such a view is situated within the pragmatics con-
text and discourse level of the sentence as an exchange between
speakers and listeners. The impact of information structure on the
structure of Arabic sentences will be analyzed, particularly with
regard to word order variation and the number of sentence com-
ponents being the result of required informational content. Thus,
verbless sentences are formed by fronting the topic followed by
the comment, while verbal sentences follow the verb+subject+ob-
ject order. The order of such sentence components may be subject
to variations: the comment may precede the topic, and the object
may occur between the verb and the subject, while the subject
may be omitted altogether in passive voice sentences. Such varia-
tions will depend on the sentence information structure.

Keywords: predicative construct; basic structure; word order;
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