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Abstract

Metaphor is a key principle in literary creation that has imposed itself on all
discourse genres and even on our social practices according to cognitivists’
recent theses that consider the human thought as metaphoric in its totality or, at
least, in a big part of it.

Researchers and scholars from different fields have been interested in the
study of metaphor; this latter has become interdisciplinary involving various
disciplines such as literature, rhetoric, philosophy, psychology, sociology,
politics, law, communication, etc.

However, the study of metaphor raises many crucial issues that are of
central significance for linguistics in particular. Therefore, to investigate the
mentioned issues, the three points of conception, structure and semantics are
discussed in this paper as a whole since the thorough discussion of metaphor
cannot be limited to only one of the mentioned points.

The abovementioned points can immediately offer an analysis of the
frequency of metaphors in narrative discourses; this analysis is approximate and
not final since the meaning metaphor, following Aristotle, is open.
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