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Criticizing the Traditional Theory of Arabic Grammar: An
Analytical Study into the Theses of 'Ibn-Mada' and 'Ibn
Rusd

Ahmad M. Abu Dalu, Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The paper aims at holding a one-to-one comparison between two platforms of
analysis of Arabic grammar (i.e. nahw). These are the theses put forward by 'Ibn-mada’
and 'Ibn Rusd. These two approaches differ significantly from probably all previous
reformation accounts in terms of their goal, scope and methodology.

Although 'Ibn-mada's approach has been the most revolutionary to date, very little
attention has been cast on the no less competing model of analysis of 'Ibn Rusd, who
has, the argument goes, laid the foundation of a relatively unprecedented approach that
criticizes the traditional theory of Arabic Grammar. His primary goal was to restructure
the traditional theory of Arabic grammar on logical (analytical) bases, similar to those
put forward for other languages (e.g. Greek and Latin).

The paper concludes that both approaches share the goal but differ in scope and
methodology (or treatment). Whereas 'Ibn-mada's approach is form-driven (zahiriyy),
'Tbn Rusd's is relatively more meaning-driven (logic). What this basically means is that
whereas the former calls for skinning the text, the other calls only for a short trim.
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