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Abstract

This paper, entitled “Typological classification of Heavy
and Light verbs in Arabic linguistic studies”, aims to classify
the lexical heads in a common general typology that deter-
mines the properties of grammatical structure and reveals a
regular linguistic phenomenon. Heavy and light verbs com-
bine according to different classifications and their variations.
Features of proto-heavy heads and proto-light heads are
manifested in a structural and semantic typology. According
to their potential structure, verbs may be structurally classi-
fied into transitive and non-transitive heads. They may also
be classified into complete and incomplete heads; while, se-
mantically, they may be divided into dynamic and event roles.
Characteristics of the proto-light head are divided into two
main categories represented by auxiliary heads and causative

heads, respectively.

The Arabic causative verb “ja3ala” is chosen as an illustra-
tion to show that the classification of heads into heavy and
light heads is a regular grammatical feature that applies to all
languages, which would allow us to add both linguistic typol-

ogies to the universal principles of grammar.

Keywords:  Typology-Classification-Representation-Main

verb-Little verb.
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