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From a State of Meditation

to a New Voice of Expression

a Reading in Mohammad Al-Fayez’ Poetry

Dr. Nourieya Al-Roorﬁy
Faculty of Arts

Kuwait University
Abstract

The poet Mohammad Al-Fayez’ meditations led him to a variety of relationships with
life and universe. Women were his inspiration, as were the sea, the earth, history, nature and
society. These sources of inspiration sharpened_ his senses to the mysteries of a life veiled by
the beauty of art. Moreover, his solitary meditations expanded his relation further and deeper.

He had a natural love for the land and its people, and the sea was a continual source of
inspiration for him. He was a poet who developed ties with his society and environment cul-
minating in a source of love for those he lived with and led him - because of his feeling of so-
cial responsibility - to bear the concerns of others.

His was a new voice expressing the pains of his homeland Kuwait, and those of the
Arab nation. He was both compassionate and accessible, two qualities which reveal the poet’s
restless soul and his love for land and people.

Courageously staying in Kuwait throughout the unjust fraqi occupation of the country
on Aug. 1. 1990, Mohammad Al Fayez passed away on Friday evening on March 1, 1991,
one of the glorious days of liberation. Mohammad Al-Fayez was buried in Kuwait as one of

the country’s most patriotic poets.
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The Literary Counter Arguments in Andalusian Prose:
Al-Ma’arri’s Counter Argument as a Model
Dr. Aimam Midan
Faculty of Arts

Sultan Qaboos University

Abstract

This study deals with the literary counter arguments in Andalusian prose, which took
Al-Ma’arri’s argument as a model. The study depicts five of Al-Ma’arri’s works which stim-
ulated the interest of some Andalusian authors. The paper deals particularly with four An-
dalusian authors from the sixth and seventh Hijra centuries. They are: Ibn Abi al-Khisal, Abu
Al-Qassem Al-Qala’i, Abu Rabi’ Al-Qala’i, and Mohammad Ben al-Abar Al-Qadda’i. The
special status of Abu Al-Ala’a Al-Ma’arri’s argument as a model in their literary works ev-

idently explains his lasting influence on Andalusian literature in general.
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Arab Names in Jordan
1970-2000
A Sociolinguistic Study
Dr. Walid Alanaty

Petra University - Arabic Department

Abstract

This research aims at studying Jordanian proper names from a socio - linguistic per-
spective, in order to reveal the relations between the linguistic properties of a name and the
way it is used within the Jordanian society, according to a person's environment, sex, social
class and academic achievement.

The research is divided into iwo sections:

The first section deals with the historical dimension of Arabic names by following their
development, beginning at the pre-Islamic period, through the period of Islamic rule and up
until today.The second section deals with the names of Jordanians of Muslim Arabic origin,
It also deals with the reasons behind choosing certain names and their cultural, social, psycho-
logical, religions and linguistic indications. This aims at listing the names that appeared with-
in the sample, identifying the most common names among them and specifying the reasons
behind their popularity.

This research concludes with its most important findings and is enclosed with the ques-
tionnaire used in determining these findings, in addition to a list of all the male and female

names that appeared within the collected data.
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Graduates of the Mass Media
Department of Sultan Qaboos University
Working at the Official Media
(An Evaluation Study)

Dr. Anwar Ben Muhammad Al-Rawwas
Faculty of Arts

Sultan Qaboos University

Abstract

The paper seeks to evaluate the graduates of the Department of Journalism and Mass
Media in Sultan Qaboos University. The Study investigates the graduates’ views concerning
the educational program they followed, the efficiency of the faculty, and the effectiveness of
their field training. It also examines the employers’ views to evaluate the graduates’ academic
and practical preparation for carrying out the responsibilities of their jobs. Based on the re-
sults of the study, the paper concludes with a set of suggestions which emphasise the need to
raise the graduates’ competency standard, and develop their performance levels in the labor

market to meet the employers’ needs.
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Empirical Comperative Study of the Factors Influencing
Clients Choice : Commercial Banks or Islamic Banks.
Dr. Rhashed Salameh

University of Petra - Faculty of Banking and Financial Sciences

ABSTRACT

{slamic banks (IBs) emerged to substitute the usuary prohibited commercial banks
(CBs), but, unfortunately they succeeded in neither substituting nor being a major competitor
to the CBs. At presenf, both types of banks exist and operate side by side, and individuals and
traders are having full freedom to choose between them. This study aims to determine the
factors affecting the Jordanian's choice whether to deal with CBs or IBs. To achieve this tar-
get, two questionnaires have been prepared, one for CBs clients, and the other to IBs clients.
Each one includes specific reasons determined by the researcher. However, an open-ended
question is provided to enable the respondents to specify any other factors affecting their
choice.

The findings of the study found that clients for both types of banks did not consider in-
terest, or income, as the major factor affecting their decisions; IBs clients are mainly affected
by their religion; while CBs clients are affected by the type of service provided and its qual-
ity. At the sametime, CBs clients show lack of knowledge of the IBs and their investment ap-
proaches, and they express their willingness to deal with IBs if they understand and are con-
vinced with their investment methods.

In addition, the study shows that a major advantage in dealing with IBs is that these
banks do not put any additional financial burden on the debtor in case of his insolvency; he is
not able to meet his financial obligations on time. Simultaneously, the advantage in dealing

with the CBs is that they offer their clients a discount of the debt nominal value if they want
to settle their debt before maturity date; IBs did not offer such a discount.

The study recommends that IBs should enhance their competitive role by offering more
services with high quality, accompanied with an intensive promotional and advertising cam-

paign, the cornerstone of this campaign should be the IB s' attitude toward insolvent clients.
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