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ABSTRACT

This dissertation deals with the conditions set by the early Arabic scholars pertaining
to word eloquence, and studies them phonetically in the light of the findings of modern
phonetics.

The dissertation consists of an introduction, four chapters and conclusions. The
introduction was concerned with the importance of word eloquence, and showed Arab
people's keenness on it, based on their keen interest in their language and its aspects and
characteristics as the language of "The Holy Quran".

The first chapter dealt with the concepts of eloquence linguistically and idiomatically,
and tackled the conditions set by Arab scholars on it.

As for the three remaining chapters, they dealt with four of these conditions through
careful phonetic analysis. They also included the opinions of early and contemporary
linguistics and rhetoric scholars. The second chapter studied their conditions represented by
constructing the word of consonants of separate places of articulation. The third chapter
dealt with their condition of constructing the word of light vowels. As for of the fourth
chapter, it studied their condition of constructing the word of few consonants, as well as,
constructing the word of easily articulated consonants.

Finally, the conclusions presented the most important findings reached by the
researcher. The most prominent among which is that the study of eloquence of the Arab
word among the early scholars was based on achieving harmony among the sounds of the
word and avoiding discordance. Their conditions are generally based on phonetic
foundation. The first notion that was taken into account when doing their research on this

issue, was the word disharmony, attributed to the proximity of the places of articulation.



