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Abstract
The Mythological Approach in the Critical Studies of Modern Arabic Poetry

By: Zahira Abu Kushuk
Advisor: Professor Sameh Rawashdeh

The study of myth is not any more inclusive to philosophy or psychology, as it
has also been studied in literature, especially in connection with the ambiguity of
modern poetry, and has explained insights and ideas, emphasizing the important role of
the collective unconscious. Hence myth in literature has become a creative combination
of philosophy, psychology , religion, magic and fable, gaining deeper insight in human
life.

This study aims to explain the mythological approach in the critical studies of
modern Arabic poetry. The importance of the study lies in two aspects:

First, realizing the efforts exerted in studying this phenomenon in Arabic
literature through studying the Western influence on Arabic poetry.

Second, Studying the implications and meanings of myth, and the development
of these implications throughout the poet’s life. This is showed by first studying
samples from classical Arabic poetry and ends by analyzing samples of studies on the
mythological approach in modern Arabic poetry in three historical phases: the fifties
and sixties of the twentieth century, the seventies and eighties and finally the nineties to
the present.

The study falls into an preface and three chapters. The Preface focuses on the
various definitions of myth and the relationship between myth and poetry. Chapter I
capitalizes on the various critical insights of myth in classical poetry. Chapter II traces
the critical views of myth in its three stages. Chapter III is divided into four sections:
The first section discusses the dominance of political thought over myth in Arabic
poetry; the second section focuses on the dominance of realism over mythology; the
third section analyzes the aesthetic aspects of myth; and the final section discusses the
relationship between symbol and myth.
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