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Yemeni dialect in Al-Muhit by Ibn Abbad: Collection and
study.

Saeed Abdel Moneim Mohamed EI-Sayed

Department of Fundamentals of Linguistics, Faculty of

Arabic Language in Zagazig, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: 1610020002@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The Arabic dialects serve as a true and expressive mirror of the life and
customs of the Arab tribes. They convey to us their traditions, customs,
and the different circumstances of their settled and nomadic lives. They
also reflect how they were influenced by neighboring tribes and how
they, in turn, influenced others. One of the most famous Arabic dialects
is the Yemeni dialect, with its various regions and tribes such as Tayy,
Qa'da‘'ah, Himyar, Azd, and others. These tribes share some linguistic
characteristics while each has its own unique features, This dialect has
been studied in the lexicon "Al-Muhit fi al-Lughah™ by Ibn 'Abbad.
This lexicon is considered one of the most famous dictionaries of the
golden age of Arabic dictionaries. Its author attempted to gather the
largest number of words in the language and provide detailed
explanations, relying on numerous linguistic evidence and statements
from linguists. My research is titled "The Yemeni Dialect in 'Al-Muhit
by lbn 'Abbad: Compilation, and Study.” In this study, | aimed to
uncover the linguistic features of the Yemeni dialect in that lexicon. |
followed a descriptive approach, using analysis and statistics as tools. |
collected, classified, and studied the Yemeni dialects at different
linguistic levels, while documenting texts and opinions from their
original sources, and | have extracted the main results, including the
following : Yemeni dialects exhibit a distinctiveness in a considerable
number of specific vocabulary, especially related to agriculture and
crops. This confirms the role of the geographical environment in the
emergence of dialects, There are deposits and remnants of Yemeni
dialects, particularly the Tayy language, in the Egyptian dialect and
among the common people of Egyptians.

Keywords: Yemeni Dialects, Al-Muhit Fi Al-Lughah, lbn 'Abbad,

Arab Tribes, Dictionary.
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