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Ibn Jinni’s position on the grammatical and morphological issues

of criticism of Al-Mutanabbi's poetry Al-Fisr’s book

Dr. Sultan Saeed Abu Dabeel(*)

Prince Sultan University

Abstract

Despite of Abu al-Tayyib al-Mutanabi (d. 352 AH) competence in grammar and his wide linguistic knowledge,
he deliberately violated grammatical rules in his poetry and bypassed the customary practice in vocabulary
inflection. As a result, many scholars criticized him sharply. However, another team of critics sought to find
excuses and justifications for these criticisms. This study attempts to reveal the attitude of Othman Ibn Jenni (d.
390 AH) - in his explanation of AL-Mutanabbi’s poetry, entitled “Al-Faser” - toward these grammatical and

morphological issues by displaying grammatical issues, then morphological, then providing the results.

Keywords: grammatical and morphological criticisms, Ibn Jinni, issues of criticism, Al-Mutanabi.

(*)  Sultan S. Abu Dabeel, Assistant Professor, General Sciences Department, Prince Sultan University in Riyadh
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