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Al -Sfandari criticism of the opinions of grammarians, its
standards, and its manifestations
Syed Atta Al -Karim Abdel -Al Abdul Hafiz
Department of Linguistics, College of Arabic Language in
Assiut, Al -Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: Sayedabdelhaafez.47@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This research aims to explain Al-Isfandiari’s thought and his
unique and brilliant mind, which enabled him to delve into
explaining and clarifying one of the most important books of
grammar, which is Al-Mufassal by Al-Zamakhshari, and he called
it (Al-Mugtabas fi Tawdih Ma Al-Tabas). He explained Al-
Mufassal in a comprehensive manner, and in it he presented the
sayings of grammarians in every place in the book, so he
explained and clarified them. The general feature in his comments
on these sayings was the feature of criticism of the opinions of
grammarians. His criticism was not merely for fanaticism or
whims, but rather it was in agreement with the grammatical rules
that grammarians had established, relying on grammatical
evidence for that. This research came in an introduction, a preface,
and two chapters. As for the introduction, | mentioned the reasons
for choosing the research, its objectives, and the method followed
in the research. As for the preface, | made it to introduce Al-
Isfandiari, clarify the scientific value of his book, and clarify the
concept of criticism among grammarians. As for the first chapter,
| devoted it to explaining the criteria on which he relied in his
critical judgments, and as for the second section, | devoted it to
explaining the manifestations of his criticism of the opinions of
grammarians, then the conclusion, in which | mentioned the
results | reached, the most prominent of which are: First: The
hesitation of some grammarians in grammatical judgments was a
major reason for directing criticism at them, as in the hesitation of
Al-Zamakhshari in some of his grammatical and morphological
opinions. Second: He respected the opinions of Al-Khalil bin
Ahmed, Sibawayh, Al-Kisa’i, and Al-Farra’, so he did not direct
criticism at them, and his critical judgments of grammarians
always came in agreement with Sibawayh’s opinion. Then I
concluded the research with an index of sources and references.
Keywords:  Criticism,  Al-Isfandri,  Opinions,  Criteria,
Manifestations.
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