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Exotic Words as a Criterion of Language Exoticism in
Gharib Al-Hadith and Al-Athar

Amenah Saleh Al-Zu’bi*

ABSTRACT

This study aims to recover one of the important criteria, not recovered yet in judging some extraneous
Arabic words. This criterion is the criterion of exotic words, whereas the term of extraneousness had taken
its criterion according to old Arab grammarians; touching the word from other languages. In order to make
this clear, this study tried to fund the olds’ trial to investigate the might, they perhaps had, in the
comparative linguistics to classify the word within strangeness as they saw, taking from Gharib Al-Hadith
and Al-Athar as an applicative theme. The study was divided into three parts:

1-  Alienate of Semitic languages.
2-  Alienate of Indo-European languages.

3-  Alienate of exotic words, which weren't enrooted in the languages they belong to.
This study also aimed to use the comparative method in order to access this purpose, so that it tried to collect
the olds’ knowledge about those languages in their mother lexicons.

* Department of Arabic Language, The Hashemite University, Zarka, Jordan. Received on 10/2/2004 and Accepted for
Publication on 15/9/2004.
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