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Abstract

The present study is basically concerned with the difference between
the terms 'meaning’ and 'semantics' (i.e. lexical meaning and contextual
meaning , respectively) with the attention to find a clear-cut boundary
between their notion or concepts . Fusing insights from the traditional Arab
critics and the most recent theories related to linguistics, stylistics as well as
semiotics, the study offers an innovative account of analyzing the text-data
and understanding the rhetorical term. In this sense, it characterizes more
accurately the reconciliation between the old rhetorical term and the modern
critical approaches, so as to reach the theoretical and applying end

simultaneously.

Driving to such end within the context of various literary rhetorical
types of genre, many authentic examples selected from the Holy Qur'an, El-
Hadeeth and old Arabic poetry are used here, in addition to a short Arabic

narrative text and a modern poem.

The essence of the hypothesis presented here lies in the differentiation

between the meaning submitted to the lexical form and grammatical rules,



l

and the contextual meaning (ie. semantics in its broader sense) which is
solely determined by non-lexical properties such as context, intention,
interpretation, etc. It is in such conception, the hypothesis is to be tested and

proved against the eloquent structures considered here.

As for the presentation, the study is organized in a transitional way, so
as to serve the global aim that concerns us most here. In this regard, the
study, in addition to a little bit long introduction, falls into three major
chapters, each contains three sections. In the introduction, details about the
plan, aim, problems (on the level of the term and approach) and the
importance of the study are presented. It also offers a brief background of the
most modern Arabic studies interested in the renewing the rhetorical lesson,
in addition to the most significant thoughts concerned with the relationship
between rhetoric and stylistics. In chapter one: "The Contextual Meaning of the
Lexical Meaning and the Lexical Meaning of the Contextual Meaning', the
determination of the term' lexical meaning' and ' contextual meaning' by both
Arabs and western scholars is given. In its subsequent section, we study the
term ' contextual meaning' with reference to its relation to the lexical
meaning and the addressee. Lastly, it discusses the compatibility of speech
with regard to the actual context of situation, viz. the relationship between
the context and the reference, on the one hand, and the reality or physical
world on the other. Chapter two, under the title: "The Elements of the El-Bayan
(cloquent) Patterning and its Functions', presents an analytical study for the
following topics: similarity, contiguity, structures and patterning, and the
functions of the El-Bayan patterning. Chapter three, which is the last,
basically concerns with the "Poetics of El-Bayan (eloquence)" that has been
already clarified in relation to our study concerning the semantic fields,
discourse syntagmatic orders, El-Bayan beauty and sublime as being
ethical as well as esthetic values for the eloquent (well-formed) expression,

and also with regard to the relationship between El-Bayan and literary



genres.

In addition to some relevant suggestions for further research, the study
comes up with a number of significant findings stressing mostly on the
necessity of combining rhetoric with modern criticism, due to its national
and ideological characteristics that actually compete literature in their

expressive power about the reality and history.
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