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Abstract

Imam al Iz Ibn Abd al Salam,s

’
(660 A.I{) Kora nic Rhetoric

by
Hussetn Ahmad Hussein Kittanah
Supervisor
Prof. Muhammad Barakat Hamdi Abu “Ali

In spite of the fact that rhetoric and its related topics had their
distinct place in Ibn “Abd al-Salam'’s thorough research within the
domain of the Kora’nic, juristic and scholastic sciences, rhetric did not
obtain the amount of care that Ibn “Abd al-Salam’s gave to his purely

Kora’nic studies.This is because Ibn “Abd al-Salam was famous for his
fundamental views more than for his linguistic ones; he studied rhetoric
within the Kora’nic framework. Therefore, his studv of the Kora’nic
rhetoric was best described as applied. In studying the loftiest book ever
known, Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam drew heavily on the thoughts of the
fundamentalists and the specialists in rhetoric. Though he benefited from
his ancestors, he did not alwavs agree with what they wrote. He
sometimes commented on their views and added to them.

Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam was a great scholar who devoted himself to
studying the rhetoric of the Holy Kora’n in its various aspects. He delved
tnto the Kora’nic texts in order to find illustrate the areas of beauty and
thus to how great the book is and how powerful the Arabic language is.

Ibn °Abd al-Salam’s enormous potential as a scholar was dis played in his
book (al-Isharatu lla al-Ijaz) A Reference to Brevitv in which he tackled a
importanc etopic in the field of rhetorical studies. The signifcance of this
study was shown through the fact that it presented a detailed applied
study of the aspects of rhetoric in the Holy Kora’'n. The concise analysis
which characterized Ibn “Abd al salam’s thorough research in the secrets
of the Holy Kora’n was what distinguished him as a great scholar.

Ibn “Abd al-Salam had an impact upon the fundamentalists and
rhetoricians that followed him. Of those were al-Qazwini, al-Sa“d , Ibn
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al-Qaiym , al-Zarkashi al-Sayuti, and a group of explainers. Although
drew heavily on Ibn “Abd al-salam’s. words, thev refused to acknowledge
the favour of earlier fundamentalists on them.

Ibn “Abd al-Salam’s explanatory short accounts and his contributions
to the Kora’nic rhetoric witnessed to his distinct postion and to the vital
role he played in this field of knowledge. Not only did he creatively
discuss certain topics related to the rhetoric of the Holy Kora'n, he Iso
participated in shedding light on certain terms. His sharp mind and
delicate taste for the verses of the Holy Kora’'n contributed to the
appearance of a list of Kora'nic rhetorical terms which he presented ina
fascinating way when he explained them by citing examples from the
Holy Kora’n.
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