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Abstract

This paper aims at studying the methodology of automat-
ic syntactic annotation in the Penn Arabic Treebank Project
(PATB) launched by the University of Pennsylvania’s Linguistic
Data Consortium. Section One discusses the challenges and
shortcomings of the established Arabic treebank and the dif-
ferent stages of its progress. Section Two reviews the meth-
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Abstract:

The present paper is concerned with the semantic change
in the lexicon which is most importantly accused of chaos
and abnormality. Regarding lexicon abnormality, meanings
change and are transformed as a result of different social
and communication requirements. Accordingly, dealing with
such meanings is somehow “fruitless”. However, today’s lexi-
cal research has demonstrated the regularity of the semantic
component by following the mechanisms of meaning forma-
tion and its transformations. Modern cognitive semantic ap-
proaches have supported such lexical perception by focusing
on the structural property of meaning and its conceptual hi-
erarchy (Lakoff and Johnson 1987, Fauconnier 1997, Langacker
2008..). This paper is an attempt to track the regularity of
meaning in the Arabic lexicon through the verb “to burn”. An
attempt has been made to reveal the mechanisms of change
regarding the different meanings of this verb in terms of
metaphor and metonymy, with special focus on the dynam-
ics of “the schema network” of the verb, and on the principle
of “mopping”, a central cognitive principle that has not been
dealt with in modern cognitive research.

Key words: semantic change- metaphor- metonymy- sche-
ma network- mapping- mopping
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Abstract

The present paper investigates some proposals of cognitive
semantics, especially Lakoff and Johnson’s model of concep-
tual metaphor, to explain the derivation of syntactic meaning
and its generation in speech and the issues it raises in seman-
tic interpretation. Within the framework of conceptual met-
aphor theory, an attempt is made to explain the derivation
of the meanings of prepositions and show the coherence in
their internal semantic structure and within their respective
relationships. For this end, some cognitive concepts referred
to by Lakoff and Johnson are called upon as well as Langack-
er’'s model which explains the semantic addition that occurs
when word order changes through foregrounding processes
referred to traditionally as the speaker’s communicative strat-
egies. By adopting the principles of conceptual metaphor and
idealized cognitive models, issues of semantic interpretation
are brought into an experiential cognitive framework that is
not only related to language and apparent verbal structures,
but also to the conceptual underpinnings that control how
perceptions and linguistic acts interacting with the speakers’
physical and cultural environment are built. This analysis will
make it possible to explain such issues not as isolated phe-
nomena, but as subject to the same cognitive rules that gov-
ern the conceptual system of language and other forms of

expression.
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Abstract

This paper, entitled “Typological classification of Heavy
and Light verbs in Arabic linguistic studies”, aims to classify
the lexical heads in a common general typology that deter-
mines the properties of grammatical structure and reveals a
regular linguistic phenomenon. Heavy and light verbs com-
bine according to different classifications and their variations.
Features of proto-heavy heads and proto-light heads are
manifested in a structural and semantic typology. According
to their potential structure, verbs may be structurally classi-
fied into transitive and non-transitive heads. They may also
be classified into complete and incomplete heads; while, se-
mantically, they may be divided into dynamic and event roles.
Characteristics of the proto-light head are divided into two
main categories represented by auxiliary heads and causative

heads, respectively.

The Arabic causative verb “ja3ala” is chosen as an illustra-
tion to show that the classification of heads into heavy and
light heads is a regular grammatical feature that applies to all
languages, which would allow us to add both linguistic typol-

ogies to the universal principles of grammar.

Keywords:  Typology-Classification-Representation-Main

verb-Little verb.
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Abstract

This paper entitled “?an and its Relationship to Control:
A Movement Account or PRO Agree?”, examines the rela-
tion between ?an and control in Standard Arabic within the
framework of the Minimalist Program (Chomsky (2001 et
seq.)). To this end, we will question, following Greshler et
al. (2017) and Habib (2009), Landau’s (2000) proposal that
there is a strict distinction between obligatory control predi-
cates and no-control predicates. Unlike many authors (Soltan
(2007), Musabahien (2008), Ahmed (2016) among others)), we
demonstrate that ?an is not a complementizer element, but
a functional particle, merged in head, MoodP. With regard to
the Movement Theory of Control (MTC) (Hornstein (1999 et
seq.), we present theoretical and empirical arguments against
Hornstein’ claim. In contrast, we propose an Agree-based
analysis (Chomsky 2001) between PRO and its antecedent in
a manner similar to reflexive binding as suggested in Hein-
at (2008), this assumption states that there are two types of
null pronouns; obligatory control contains PRO with unvalued
case and ®-features; whereas non-obligatory control derives
disjoint reference through pro with valued ®-features and un-

valued case feature like any DPs.
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Abstract

This study addresses a cognitive issue which falls within
the scope of semantic space, a subject which has attracted in-
creasing attention from scholars specialized in the semantic
field, following the cognitive revolution in modern linguistics.
All these developments have led researchers to investigate
language space as the state of mind possessed by man and
how mind constructs the meaning, describes and explains
the relationship between linguistic space and evolutionary

psychology.

Keywords: Space, Semantic Space, Semantic Cognitive,
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Abstract

Authenticity is one of the most important and controversial
terms in second language teaching and learning. While au-
thenticity in teaching Arabic as a second language is still lim-
ited to the use of authentic texts only and to the assumption
that by exposing the learner to these texts — instead of con-
trived ones — a high level of proficiency in L2 will be achieved,
the present paper perceives authenticity as a relative process
which - in general- goes beyond the authenticity of texts to
the authenticity of learner, task, classroom, and context. This
paper will first define the notion of authenticity in second
language settings from old and current perspectives. Then it
will highlight the importance of shifting the focus from text
authenticity to the authenticity of the learning environment
in order to improve second language acquisition and optimize
the benefits of using the authentic texts.

Key words: Authenticity in second language teaching, au-
thentic texts, teaching Arabic for specific purposes, teaching
Arabic as a second language.
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