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Abstract:

This article aims to highlight the development made by the Arabs in creating their own alphabet by tracing
the historical evolution of the alphabet through comparative examples. It discusses the features of the
Arabic script and its historical origins, comparing it with other alphabets. For instance, the article compares

the form of the Arabic letter alif with its counterparts in other alphabets.

The article also explains how the alphabet, whose roots go back to Egyptian hieroglyphic writing (known
as "Medu Netcher"), evolved according to the acrophonic principle (naming based on syllables). An

example provided is the writing of the word "Baal.”

The researcher defines an alphabet as a writing system based on a very limited number of characters,
typically ranging from twenty to forty. The author supports the view that the Arabic script directly evolved
from the Nabataean script, in comparison with the Syriac script. The Nabataean script itself developed
from the ancient Northern Semitic Canaanite-Sinaitic script, through the Aramaic script and then the

Phoenician script.

The researcher also mentions several reasons behind the development of the Arabic script, including the
quality of tools (what it is written with), the quality of surfaces (what it is written on), writing speed, cost-
efficiency, effort, time-saving, and increased productivity. The article shows how the letter kaf evolved.
The researcher then provides a handwritten example, showcasing the flexibility of the Arabic script and its

ability to be extended, shaped, combined, and drawn.

Key words: Alphabet — Acrophonic — Nabataean — Script — Flexibility — Flow.
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