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Abstract

In this research, we seek to identify the areas, in which
the Arabic Language benefits from the mechanisms of
transformational grammar in description and analysis,
and to find out how it operates and carries linguistic
information. This is achieved by considering the constraints
of co-occurrence and selection, as well as by performing
transformations according to the principle of semantic
equivalence between sentences; seen between a sentence
with a distributive/regular verb, such as “to study”, and a
sentence with a support verb and a predicate noun, such
as “to do a study”, within the framework of “Lexicon-
Grammar”, originating from Harris’s transformational
grammar, since it is a “method and practical application
for the formal description of languages and the analysis
of their facts”, in data collection and generation method,
and in line with the trend of modern linguistics towards
computerization and automatic processing of languages.
Lexicon-grammar has its terminology: the e lementary
sentence is considered as the basic unit of meaning, it
serves for treating the natural languages questions, such
as derivation, frozen expressions, reduction, and synonymy,
and it is the appropriate entry in dictionaries, as there is no
way to separate lexicon, grammar and semantics.

Our work defines the lexicon grammar, the elementary
sentence, and the concepts related to it, such as distribution
and transformation, and support verbs, to highlight the
benefit of the ArabicLanguage from the theories emanating
from transformational grammar, in the areas of its learning,
building its electronic dictionary, and improving automatic
translation.
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Keywords: transformational grammar, lexicon-grammar,
linguistic information, elementary sentence, selection
constraints, semantic equivalence, support verb.
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