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Abstract

The application of Western linguistic theories on
Arabic is one of the most remarkable features of
contemporary contributions of modern linguists.
Among such linguists Ahmad Al-Mutawakkil who
applies the concepts and hypotheses of functional
grammar on aspects of Arabic language. With
pragmatics as a major component, Al-
Mutawakkil’s functional approach aims at looking
into communicative features of Arabic. More
specifically, the present paper discusses Al-
Mutawakkil’s approach to the study of the
“subject” function in Arabic. In this regard, as the
analysis reveals, Al-Mutawakkil combines aspects
of syntax, semantics, and pragmatics together with
the findings of ancient Arab Grammarians to
disclose interesting common grounds between the
classical and modern linguistic approaches, despite
some differences in terminology.

Keywords: Subject, Functional Grammar, al-
Mutawakkil, Pragmatic functions
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