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Abstract

With reference to certain archetypal conceptions
representing fundamental aspects of basic human
experience, this paper addresses “The Canonical
Model of Linguistic Interaction”. It examines the
global organization of the model based on Langacker's
(2008) approach to the clause structure within the
framework of Cognitive Grammar Theory. The first
level relates to the external organization of the model.
It assumes that linguistic interaction in human beings
is an archetype of their social interaction. It is
therefore studied at the interface level between the
cognitive system of the language faculty and the social
cognitive system. The second level relates to the
internal organization of the model. It is treated through
two archetypes: the conversation, as an archetype of
the linguistic interaction, and the speech act, as an
archetype of the conversation.

Keywords: linguistic interaction; canonical model;
archetypes; conversation; speech acts.
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